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Many Days To Remember 
Mike Foster, Team Leader – Brantford, ON 

With 5,000 bedkits distributed over ten 
days of  travel and 14 different distribution 
sites, the Bangladesh 2014 team has been 
left with many wonderful and long-lasting 
memories. 

We focused our distributions in three hub 
areas of  the country: the North-West, West 
and North-Central. Each area was similar 
in terrain but the children and their 
families faced very different challenges. 
We spent time in some areas of  the 
country that SCAW has never reached out 
to before. Seven sites were first-time 
distribution locations. Our Overseas 
Volunteer Partner (OVP), the Rotary Club 
of  Dhaka, took the approach this year of  
"travelling to the children rather than the 
children travelling to us.” This meant more 
travel for us but less travel time for the 
children. The children arrived at staggered 
times so spent less time waiting for their 
turn. We noted that they were less tired 
and seemed to enjoy the day more than in 
previous years. This strengthened our 
mission to reach more of  the neediest 
children in Bangladesh. We identified 
locations that could benefit from more 
bedkits in future distributions. 

At the beginning of  each distribution, we 
did a "show and tell" of  the bedkit, an 
opportunity for the children to view the 
bedkit items and give their approval with 
loud clapping and cheering. We wished 
that we had a noise meter to identify the 
favourite items. Often the loudest cheering 
was for the raincoat, a new item this year. 

SCAW has left its mark again in Bangladesh. 
There still is much need as well as support 
for the children of  Bangladesh. A special 

thank you to all our donors for their unselfish 
support. Your gifts are helping to make a big 
difference in the lives of  the children. Special 
thanks also to the Rotary Club of  Dhaka for 
their tireless support and passion to help the 

poor children of  Bangladesh. Lastly, thanks 
to the SCAW Bangladesh team members who 
laughed together and shared emotional 
moments as we made a difference. 

Greetings from Dhaka Rotary 
Ranjan Neogi – Chairman, Dhaka Rotary 
Bedkit Distribution Committee, Dhaka, 
Bangladesh 

We are in the 30th year of  our Sleeping 
Children Bedkit Distribution program. The 
Rotary Club of  Dhaka, as an OVP of  SCAW, 
started the project in Bangladesh back in 
1984 with 500 bedkits. With the experience 
gathered throughout these years and with a 
strong capable team, this year we distributed 
5,000 bedkits to different parts of  the 
country through 14 distributions, or camps. 
Over 40 partner Rotary Clubs in Bangladesh 
joined in organizing the camps effectively and 
made the project successful.  

Thanks to SCAW’s founder Murray Dryden for 
dreaming such a wonderful project and to 
SCAW for partnering with us. The 
commitment of  SCAW team members gives 
us tremendous inspiration, spurring 
additional efforts on our part to bring smiles 
to the faces of  the children.

BANGLADESH 

2014

Bedkits: 5,000 
Total Bedkits:
1,386,773 

Overseas 
Volunteer 
Partner:  
The Rotary Club 
of Dhaka 

Upcoming 
Distributions: 
India: 
Kolkata January 
Chennai February  
Pune February 
Belgaum February 

Bedkit Contents: 

Ground sheet 
Mosquito net 
2 Blankets 
Bedsheet 
Pillow 
Pillow Case 
Shirt and Shorts 
Dresses 
Flipflops 
Raincoat 
Backpack 
Tiffen (lunch) box 
Water bottle 
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28 Pinehurst 
Crescent 
Administrative 
volunteers work 
from the Dryden 
family home at 
28 Pinehurst 
Crescent in Toronto, 
which was donated 
to SCAW.  

Volunteers process 
donations, produce 
bedkit labels, and 
sort and mail bedkit 
photographs.


How to donate 
Each donation of
$35.00 supports one 
bedkit. 

Donate online using 
your credit card. 
Follow the 
instructions on our 
website: scaw.org/
donate 

Donate by mail 
Include your mailing 
address for the tax 
receipt and photos. 
For ease, use the 
form on our website. 
Just download, 
print, fill in, and mail 
the form along with 
a cheque. 

If your donation is a 
gift, include the 
occasion and 
mailing address of 
the gift recipient. An 
acknowledgement 
card will be sent on 
your behalf and the 
gift recipient will 
receive the photo 
when it is ready for 
mailing.

Some clubs combine the distribution 
with other activities, such as personal 
hygiene training for the recipients and 
families. One Rotarian told us that the 
gift of  a bedkit For example the 
backpack in the bedkit may motivate a 
child to go to school.  

SCAW owes the Bangladesh Rotarians a 
huge Thank You! Our donors receive 
tremendous value-from these 
passionate volunteers whom we had the 
good fortune to work with and befriend. 

Partnerships 
Erin Steinmuller – Peterborough, Ontario 
I have just completed the experience of  a 
lifetime – the distribution of  5,000 bedkits 
to some of  the neediest children in 
Bangladesh. We could not have 
accomplished this without the tremendous 
efforts of  the Rotary Club of  Dhaka and the 
Rotary clubs in the distribution areas. They 
are among the most caring people I will 
ever meet.  

They: 

1. Met us at the airport and immediately      
made us feel comfortable. 

2. Procured the bedkit items, getting our 
donors tremendous value despite inflation 
and a reduced exchange rate. 

3. Arranged our travel, accommodation and 
dining –– vital given long days and heat. 

4. Organized the children and parents and 
translated our interviews with families and 
our songs with the children. 

5. Gave up their time to travel with us out 
of  love for the poor children of  their 
country. 

6. Arranged food for the children when they 
had long waits to get their photo and 
bedkit. 

7. Answered our numerous questions about 
their country, culture and history. 

8. Showed the waiting children the bedkit 
items, generated great excitement. 

These wonderful souls showed great spirit, 
never showing the fatigue from months of  
preparation. As SCAW’s partner in 
Bangladesh for 30 years, they were so 
organized and have even developed a 
procedural manual. One of  their team 
members has been on 22 distributions – 
now that is passion. 

The Dhaka Rotarians worked with smaller 
local clubs whose tireless work is 
appreciated by the poor families of  their 
areas. I witnessed one man bring several 
children to thank a local Rotarian for 
choosing them to receive a bedkit.

100% CHARITY
THE 100% GIFT 

Sleeping Children Around the World is 
operated by volunteers, from the processing 
of donations to the distribution of bedkits. We 
neither receive nor request funds from any 
level of government. All administrative costs 
are covered by a legacy account set up by 
founder Murray Dryden. That way SCAW can 
guarantee that 100% of every bedkit donation 
reaches a needy child.

Mosquito Nets In Bedkits 
SCAW includes a mosquito net in bedkits 
distributed in Bangladesh and other 
countries with a high prevalence of  
malaria. Malaria has a tremendous impact 
around the world. To learn more, visit: 
internationalmedicalcorps.org or who.int/
topics/malaria.

http://scaw.org/donate
Eric Steinmiller — Peterborough, Ontario

8. Showed the waiting children the bedkit items, which generated great excitement.

These wonderful souls showed great spirit,
never showing the fatigue from months of
preparation. As SCAW’s partner in
Bangladesh for 30 years, they were so
organized and have even developed a
procedural manual. One of their team
members has been on 22 distributions —
now that is passion!

The Dhaka Rotarians worked with smaller
local clubs whose tireless work is
appreciated by the poor families of their
areas. I witnessed one man bring several
children to thank a local Rotarian for
choosing them to receive a bedkit.

Some clubs combine the distribution
with other activities, such as personal
hygiene training for the recipients and
families. One Rotarian told us that the
gift of a bedkit has a ripple effect. For
example, the backpack in the bedkit
may motivate a child to go to school.

SCAW owes the Bangladesh Rotarians a
huge Thank you! Our donors receive 
tremendous added-value from these
passionate volunteers whom we had the
good fortune to work with and befriend.

http://scaw.org/donate
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Photographs 
of Bedkit 
Recipients 

For each 
donation of $35, 
SCAW provides a 
picture of the 
bedkit recipient.  

Every child is 
photographed 
with the bedkit 
and a label 
showing the 
donor’s name and 
address and/or a 
special-occasion 
message.  

Each photograph 
is mailed to the 
donor, providing a 
timeless way for 
the donor to 
remember the 
child who so 
greatly benefitted 
from their 
generosity. 

Recurring 
Automated 
Donations  
SCAW has 
partnered with 
the five major 
Canadian banks 
to enable donors 
to make a regular 
monthly donation 
through an 
automatic 
withdrawal. You 
make a donation 
the same way you 
pay a bill online. 
This gives a 
donor full control 
over their 
donations which 
may be changed 
or discontinued 
at any time. If you 
are interested in 
this method of 
donating, please 
call Linda Webb 
at the SCAW 
office to have an 
online payment 
account set up. 

Barefeet and Flip-Flops 
Julie Gibson – Toronto, Ontario 

I paid a lot of  attention to bare feet and flip-
flops on this trip, often as a way to gauge the 
need of  the children. In the poorest areas, the 
loudest cheers for the bedkit items were for 
the simple pair of  flip-flops. We even saw 
boys sharing their flip-flops to have their 
photo taken, showing us the kindness of  
these children. 

Sometimes the girls wore fancy sandals. At 
first I wondered why these children were 
receiving a bedkit if  they could afford such 
shoes. But a closer looked revealed that these 
shoes were too small, too large or in poor 
repair. They revealed the pride of  these 
children and their families. Wanting to dress 
their best for the special occasion of  being 
chosen to receive a bedkit, they borrowed 
shoes from family or friends.  

After distributing 980 bedkits at one site, I 
noticed the very last child walking out alone 
with his bedkit on his head, crying. When I 
asked what was wrong he pointed to his 
barefeet and said in Bengali “no shoes.” “Yes 
shoes” I said, pointing to the wrapped bedkit 
on his head, then to my dusty shoes, then 
back to him. “Shoes for you.” He understood 
my message, and a wide smile transformed 
his face as he walked out the gate. 

As we were leaving another site, one girl stood 
out from the crowd with her bright pink 
bedkit dress. I tried to take her picture but 
the other children crowded around her. This 
determined little girl kept moving forward so 
I could see her, even climbing a tree. As we 
drove away, she ran along side the bus, 
barefooted and new dress flapping, and a 
wide smile on her face. A very emotional 
moment for me as I realized the impact our 
visit had on that little girl, and on myself. I 
truly understood the mission of  SCAW in that 
magical moment. 

Sharing 

George Foster – Brantford, Ontario 
When a SCAW travelling team gets together 
they often are complete strangers. They 
immediately begin to share their lives, 
experiences, family stories and 
accomplishments. As this bonding evolves, 
the sharing continues on another level. We 
have the common goal of  completing our 
mission. Teams share laughter, tears and joy 
as we share the donor's gift of  a bedkit with 
the children.  

On this trip, we became a close-knit unit with 
our OVP, the Rotary Club of  Dhaka. We 
shared a bus, meals, accommodations and 
friendship. Unfortunately, being in such close 
quarters other things are shared. One by one 
a virus was shared by almost all. First the 
sore throat, then the sniffles, and then the 
cough were shared, but it never slowed us 
down. 

The greatest example of  sharing came from a 
child at one of  the distributions. A boy had 
his photograph taken, then left his shoes by 
the bedkit so that his friend would have shoes 
to wear in his photo. This was but one 
example of  sharing among the children. 

As our trip came to an end and it was time to 
part we knew we would have memories to 
share for a lifetime. 

Thank you to all the SCAW donors for 
allowing us to share the dream of  SCAW’s 
founder, Murray Dryden, that all children 
should have a good night’s sleep. 
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A Mother’s Prayer 
Nancy Loveless – Collingwood, Ontario  
As a travelling volunteer with SCAW, you are so blessed to 
experience many magical moments when you are delivering 
the bedkits. 

In Bangladesh, one such moment happened when I was 
conducting an interview with a mother and her daughter 
who had received a bedkit. After the questions were 
answered, we began to talk to one another on a more 
personal level. She was so happy that her daughter had 
been chosen to receive a bedkit. 

She told me that her daughter had asked her for a dress 
for the past seven years, but it had been impossible. Her 
family had experienced many health and financial issues. 
She herself  was barefooted and was suffering from 
anemia. She had prayed to God for help and told me that 
today her prayers were answered. She then said that she 
wanted SCAW to be blessed. 

 Her daughter was beaming in her new dress, but nothing 
outshone the hope and gratitude in her mother's eyes. 

Board of 
Directors 

Dave Dryden 
(Chair) 

Bob Barclay  
Richard Hryniw 

Maurice Kowanetz 
Duncan Macgregor 

Ted Swanston 
Debbie Will-Dryden 

Executive 
Director 

Linda Webb 

Newsletter Team 
Julie Gibson 

(Editor) 
Maarten Heilbron  
Helen Mackenzie 
Sally Jo Martin 

Linda Webb  

SCAW is a 
Registered 

Canadian Charity 
founded in 1970 
by Margaret and 
Murray Dryden 

More photos and 
detailed reports 

of this trip can be 
found at 
scaw.org 

 SCAW CONTACT INFORMATION 
www.scaw.org 
Email:     info@scaw.org 
Address: 28 Pinehurst Crescent 
  	     Toronto, ON Canada  
              M9A 3A5 
Phone:     416-231-1841 
Toll Free: 1-866-321-1841 
Fax:        416-231-0120 

RCC#:      13163 4396 RR 0001 
US Tax #: 27-3609416 

  @SCAW100 

  /SCAW100 
Thank you for your contribution to the Bangladesh Distribution: 

• The Printing House, 5120 Dundas St West, Etobicoke, ON for discounting our printing. 
• SCAW donors and volunteers for ongoing support. 

SCAW Bangladesh travelling team: 
Mike Foster (Team Leader), Nancy Loveless, 
Donna Hall, George Foster, Eric Steinmuller, Julie 
Gibson

http://scaw.org
Mike Foster (Team Leader), Nancy Loveless,
Donna Hall, George Foster, Eric Steinmiller, Julie Gibson.

http://scaw.org

