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Bangladesh
6,000 bedkits

Bangladesh Distribution

Total Bedkits: 6,000
Overseas Volunteer 
Organization(s) [OVO]
! Rotary Club of Dhaka

SCAW Fast Facts
! Total Bedkits: 1,114,630
! Future Distributions

• Kolkata, January
• Pune, February
• Belgaum, February
• Chennai, February
• Kenya, March
• Philippines, April

Helping the world one child at a time
Doug MacDougald — Stratford, ON
One of the highlights – one out of many – of this year’s 
Bangladesh distribution for Sleeping Children Around the 
World [SCAW] was that, of the eleven distribution sites, 
seven were new and we travelled to the four corners of the 
country to reach the poorest areas and the poorest families 
with children in need. This has been a three-year distribu-
tion model change led by our Overseas Volunteer Organi-
zation [OVO], the Rotary Club of Dhaka, aiming at decen-
tralizing away from Dhaka, the main city and hub of the 
country, and targeting these more distant poor areas of the 
country. This new distribution model was a great success.
At times the travel was exhausting but that was more than 
offset by the reward of fulfilling the mission of Sleeping 
Children and representing our donors as well as we could.
Another highlight was the camaraderie of the distribution. 
We had a big extended team: the six of us from Canada, 
the Sleeping Children volunteers back home, and at times 
a dozen or so Rotary members that spent almost every 
waking moment with us for two weeks. We did good 
work because everyone was part of this for the right rea-
sons and we had fun every day.
We also had a goal of engaging not only the kids but par-
ents, families, and community at every distribution to 
make it a fun experience for all as we tried to fulfill our 
team theme of “helping the world, one child at a time.” 
If readers did not have a chance to follow our distribution 
blog you can share the adventure and experience the story 
through the pictures at the SCAW website and our Live 
Reports Blog for the Bangladesh distribution. Our team put 
many hours into documenting the experience and we 
hope our daily blog gave some perspective of life in Bang-
ladesh. Communication with our supporters is sometimes 
difficult without Internet access and in nine of the eleven 
distribution areas we would not have been online. How-
ever, Bangladesh is leaping from no Internet to ubiquitous 
high-speed wireless and with the help of one Rotarian’s 
“rocket stick” (wireless modem) we were online every day 
posting our blogs and pictures.
The best personal highlight for me was the children. They 
are apprehensive when these big white people appear; 
they show slow smiles as they shake hands and hear “as-
salam walaikum” (“Hello”); they start to laugh as we get 
down to their level and play; they hoot and holler as we 

get to hugs, 
high fives, tak-
ing and show-
ing their pic-
ture, bubbles, 
“quacker” and 
Frisbee. We 
really played 
with as many 
kids as possible 
and embraced 
these kids as 
our own for just 
a minute.
The coolest 
highlight of a 
bedkit distribu-
tion is the one 
big 6,000-kid 
group hug.

One eighteen-and-a-half-hour day
Mike Foster — Brantford, ON
Our day starts at 4 AM as we prepare to leave the beauti-
ful, lush, hilly tea plantation district of Sylhet for a 5 AM 
departure. The day’s distribution was in the district of 
Feni about 240 kilometers away with an estimated travel 
time of four to five hours. Because of pot-holed, narrow, 
and congested roads crowded with people, rickshaws, 
buses, trucks, and cars, it took us seven and a half hours to 
reach our distribution site at a beautiful vintage cultural 
centre in the centre of the town.
We all felt that our day was over but it was just about to 
begin. Even though we were late, the children and the 
Rotary Club of Feni Central were extremely prepared and 
we were raring to go. We were happily welcomed by the 
clapping and cheering of the children and an exchange of 
Feni Central Rotary ball caps and bouquets of flowers. 
Within fifteen minutes, the photography site was selected 
and set up and we were ready to go with the 832 bedkits 
to be distributed. The detailed organization, pre-planning 
and preparation by this local Rotary Club was outstanding 
and it clearly worked to our advantage.
When we arrived three hundred of the children were 
dressed and ready to go. As the first three hundred were 
photographed, the next group arrived and were also ready 
to be photographed. Roped off secure areas and private 
change rooms with teacher supervision also helped in the 
organization of the day. The shaded areas for the children 
to wait and to have lunch (juice box, biscuits and banana) 
provided by the Rotarians was also an added bonus. The 
distribution was completed within two hours thanks to all 
the groups of ten children being photographed. The 
SCAW team was like a well-oiled machine since this was 
our eighth distribution. We finished in record time.
We were then quickly driven to the home and rice process-
ing factory of Milon, a local Rotarian. Seventy happy but 
tired people sat down for a true Bengali lunch with lots of 
variety and spices. A feast enjoyed by all. 

One of the 6,000 Bangladesh bedkit recipients

(Continued)

The Bangladesh Bedkit
• ground sheet
• mosquito net
• thick blanket
• thin blanket
• pillow and case
• bedsheet
• gamcha (towel)
• wrapper/shawl
• pyjamas
• Girls:

2 kamiz (dress) and 
matching shalwar 
(pants) sets

• Boys:
2 shirt and pant sets

• sweater
• school bag
• water bottle
• tiffin (lunch) box
• chappal (flip-flops)

SCAW travelling team celebrates “One child at a time” with many children
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After our late lunch we went to the village of Gonuk in the 
area of Sonagazi Thana, district of Feni, some twenty 
kilometers away for two home visits. What an outstanding 
experience for all.

We first visited the 
home of a young boy 
who had received a 
bedkit in last year’s 
distribution. His father 
welcomed us into their 
home and was so 
proud of the gift that 
his son had received 
from SCAW. The bed-
kit had been well cared 
for and was in very 

good condition. We were able to touch, see, hear, and 
smell the true life of village living. What a heart-
wrenching experience and an affirmation that Sleeping 
Children Around the World is making a difference “one 
child at a time.” As we walked through the village at 
5:30 PM it was beginning to get dark. It got darker and 
darker. As we walked the crowds got larger and larger.
We had a great time interacting with the children and 
many of the locals. We taught them a new reply to “How 
are you?” with the reply of “Fantastic.” As we walked 
towards the next home loud cheers were echoing through 
the village. We felt like the Pied Piper of Hamlin being 
followed by hundreds. 

The next home visit 
was that of this year’s 
bedkit recipient. Many 
children in this par-
ticular village had 
received a bedkit and 
were still proudly 
wearing their new 
clothes. We received 
many welcomes and 
thank-yous from the 

children and their par-
ents while they raised their right hands to their hearts.
We received their thanks with open hearts on behalf of the 
donors of SCAW. A very big thank you to our donors. It 
was truly evident that there are many needy children de-
serving bedkits. After the visits to the homes, we were 
truly emotionally drained by the experience.
We headed to the hotel to check in and have a quick clean 
up before being taken to a cultural evening performance. 
We were entertained by local dancers and singers and then 
we were treated to a very late dinner. We eventually made 
it back to the hotel by 10:30 PM. An eighteen-and-a-half-
hour day that none of us will forget.

6,000 bedkits — 3,600 kilometres
Kathy Greiner — Ottawa, ON
Covering 3,600 kilometres in less than two weeks to dis-
tribute 6,000 bedkits in ten different sites required the 
SCAW travelling team to do a lot of travelling. To reach 
our destinations, starting in Dhaka, we went southwest to 
the delta areas of Barisal and Khulna and northwest to 
Domar, returning to Dhaka before heading northeast again 
to the tea estate areas close to the Indian border and then 
southeast to Cox’s Bazar, near the border with Myanmar.

To reach these destinations we used just about every travel 
mode possible – from leisurely rickshaw rides through 
peaceful villages to not so peaceful rickshaw rides in ur-
ban settings. We also piled into the occasional motorized 
three-wheeled scooter (called CNG’s by the locals as they 
are powered by compressed natural gas), and even an 
electric scooter in Cox’s Bazar.
To reach Khulna in the southeastern part of the country, 
where many rivers come together, we first took a ten-hour 
overnight “launch” – which is actually a people-ferry – 
sharing our first class cabin area with a popular mullah 
whose followers had come on board with him to pay their 
respects. This launch took us to Barisal where we had a 
distribution.
Following the dis-
tribution, we 
boarded The Rocket 
towards our final 
destination, 
Khulna. The Rocket 
is a 70-year old 
paddle boat, long 
converted, built by 
the British. One 
can easily picture the days when travel by the inland wa-
terways, with their many rivers and joining canals (some 
of which are one-way) was the only way to reach this part 
of the country. And we enjoyed a beautiful, leisurely day 
watching the stunning scenery. 
However, as beau-
tiful and leisurely 
as The Rocket ride 
was, our bus travel 
was the polar op-
posite, and we 
spent many long 
hours on roads and 
in traffic jams that 
made many of us 
pine for our To-
ronto gridlock. We had mistakenly thought, or hoped, that 
traffic jams were restricted to Dhaka. We quickly discov-
ered this was not so and our travel estimates were always 
more ambitious than reality. We also learned that the say-
ing repeated many times, “We can estimate the distance 
but not the traffic and its impact,” was quite true. Three-
hour bus rides routinely turned into five or six hours.
In the most popu-
lated country in 
the world, with 
few major roads, 
there are people, 
cars, buses, rick-
shaws, bicycles, 
the occasional ox-
drawn cart, and 
especially trucks 
everywhere. Rick-
shaws share the two-lane highways with large trucks bar-
reling down the road, horns blasting as they pass vehicles 
and create additional lanes as they deem necessary. Traffic 
jams would develop quickly as a car or bus would slow 
down, pull over to the side a bit, to let the oncoming truck 
get back into its own lane. It was fascinating to watch 

The Rocket — rollin’ on the river

Last year’s bedkit recipient at home

This year’s bedkit recipient at home
Kathy in a rickshaw in the Barisal countryside

Bus traffic: too close for comfort

How To Donate
If you have access to the 
Internet, you can donate 
online at our credit card 

donation page.
If you don’t have access 

to the Internet, all you 
need do is mail your 

cheque for $35 to 
Sleeping Children along 

with your mailing address 
for the tax receipt.

If the donation is a gift, 
you should also include 
the occasion for the gift 

and the mailing address of 
the gift recipient.

If you wish, we will send 
an acknowledgement to 

the gift recipient when we 
get your letter.

Just let us know.

Speakers Available
Would your UCW, school, 

community group, 
business, or seniors’ 

organization like a 
speaker? SCAW’s 

travelling volunteers 
would love to come to 
your event and tell you 

about their experiences 
and the children we help. 

Phone our Executive 
Director, Linda Webb, at 

416-231-1841 or contact 
her through email at 

info@scaw.org or through 
our website: 

www.scaw.org.

28 Pinehurst Crescent

Administrative volunteers 
work out of the Dryden 

family home at 
28 Pinehurst Crescent in 

Toronto — which has 
been donated to SCAW. 

Here they process 
donations, produce bedkit 

labels, and sort and mail 
bedkit photographs.
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drivers extricate themselves from the huge traffic conges-
tion in the urban areas, finding creative solutions to keep 
moving forward through the vehicles that, to us, appeared 
to be going in many different directions at once.
It was absolutely amazing to us that, given the road and 
traffic conditions and all the driving that we did, we never 
saw a single accident — as drivers calmly continued on 
their ways. 

Our OVO: The Dhaka Rotary Club
Andy Greiner — Ottawa, ON

The Dhaka Rotary 
Club has had over 
twenty years of 
experience with 
Sleeping Children 
Around the World 
and has developed 
an operating man-
ual on how to de-
liver the program. 
Two committees 

oversee and deliver the program: the sourcing or manufac-
turing committee and the distribution committee. Both 
run pretty well all year with an escalation in operations 
starting six month before the distribution and culminating 
in full-time work for many Club members the last three 
months before the distribution.
The sourcing committee goes to tender on the agreed 
upon items for the bedkits three to six month before the 
distribution and evaluates the tenders first on quality and 
then on price. The contracts are written in such a way that 
should additional moneys be available from SCAW for 
more bedkits than were in the tender documents, the sup-
pliers are to produce more of the tendered items at the 
tendered price. And since Sleeping Children provides the 
money a few months before the distribution to be ex-
pended as required, the Club puts the money in interest 
bearing deposits and uses the interest earned on the 
money, no matter how small it may be, as well as Club-
provided funds, for providing some snacks or lunch for 
the children at the distribution sites. 
The distribution committee has the crucial task of estab-
lishing links with other Rotary Clubs and obtaining their 
support and sponsorship for children in their area; in fact, 
the Dhaka Rotary Club has the very challenging task of 
working within both SCAW guidelines and local Rotary 
Club’s wishes to implement a successful program. The 
Dhaka Rotary Club has to sell the program to Rotary 
Clubs that often either do not understand SCAW or are 
not convinced of the benefits of the SCAW program.
However they find that, after a pilot distribution is deliv-
ered and the results are seen, local Clubs become ardent 
supporters of the Sleeping Children program. The actual 
distribution is the culmination of the yearly effort to de-

liver the program and our OVO has learned that in addi-
tion to the SCAW team, additional assistance is required at 
the distribution sites. So the Club has not only many of 
their members to assist with the distribution but also 
brings along the Rotaractors. As well, volunteers appear at 
many of the distributions including other helpers such as 
the Boy Scouts.
I believe that the Dhaka Rotary Club has developed over 
the years an extremely successful delivery system and 
perhaps their procedures could be shared with other or-
ganizations delivering the SCAW program.

It took a lot of people
Steve Allen — Mississauga, ON

Ten distributions 
and 6,000 bedkits 
later I reflect on the 
generosity of the 
many people who 
contributed to the 
many components 
of the distribution 
in Bangladesh.
From the begin-

ning I saw the dedication of the Sleeping Children Around 
the World volunteers in Canada who help run the day-to-
day operations and support each distribution team. Many 
gave up their Thanksgiving Monday in order to help our 
team prepare the donor labels.
Our partners in Bangladesh, The Rotary Club of Dhaka, 
were very generous with their many hours of preparation 
for the distribution and financial support. I am grateful for 
the time they spent arranging the contents of the bedkits, 
planning the logistics of the distribution and making the 
travel arrangements for the SCAW team. Many volunteers 
of the Rotary Club gave up a full two weeks of their time 
to travel with us and ensure everything ran smoothly.

Of the 6,000 bedkits handed out, approximately 15% of the 
donations were in support of the team’s campaign. What a 
wonderful act of generosity on all the donors’ parts for 
their contribution to make 6,000 bedkits possible. In order 
for the travelling team to make time to travel to Bangla-
desh, family and friends at home were generous with their 
support to cover for us while we were gone.

After many distributions we were invited for lunch in a 
nearby home. The people wanted to show their gratitude 
for the opportunity to receive bedkits. Knowing that the 
food they gave us could have been food for them was a 
very touching moment for me.

And it was all worth it. My heart swelled when I saw the 
many smiles on the faces of the children. It was fun play-
ing with them before they had their pictures taken. The 
vision of them walking away with their bedkits is burned 
in my memory.

Happy bedkit recipient in Habiganj

Steve handing out bedkits in Bangladesh

Our Dream
A world in which every 
child benefits from the 

comfort of a
good night’s sleep.

Our Mission
Through free-will 
donations and in 

partnership with our 
volunteers, we give 

bedkits to needy children 
in developing countries, 

thus helping them to face 
the challenges of the 

coming day.

Group photos save 
weight and costs

As you know, SCAW is 
always looking for ways to 

operate efficiently.

Due to luggage 
constraints currently 
enforced by airlines, 

SCAW has had to 
reexamine the quantity 

and weight of the labels 
we take on a distribution.  

These are normally carried 
as hand luggage by our 

volunteers since they are 
vitally important to 

SCAW’s promise to 
provide a good photo of 

the bedkit recipient.

To reduce the number of 
labels, we have 

introduced group photos 
for donations of $350 and 
over. Thus, for a donation 
of $350, instead of taking 

ten individual 
photographs we now take 

a group photo of ten 
children. Besides requiring 

only one label instead of 
ten, it also saves us a 
substantial amount in 
photofinishing costs.
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Thank you for your contribution to
the Bangladesh Distribution

• Loblaw Great Food, 380 the East Mall, Etobicoke, ON, 
for doing our photo processing at cost.

• The Printing House (Gordy Leong) 5120 Dundas 
Street West, Etobicoke, ON, for doing our printing at a 
discount.

• SCAW’s donors and volunteers for their continuing 
support.

It really is all about the kids …
Danielle Lalonde — Whitby, ON

As I look back on 
the past two 
weeks, so many 
things come to 
mind: the friend-
liness of every 
person we’ve met; 
the desire to 
showcase their 

country of Bangla-
desh and its people; the lush green vegetation; and the 
extreme graciousness of all of our hosts, the Rotary Club 
of Dhaka, as well as all the other Rotary Clubs and Rota-
ractors.
We’ve been spoiled by seeing a lot of the country through 
our travels from distribution site to site. We’ve been on all 
sorts of transportation to get to those places: planes, pad-
dlewheel boats, buses, and open-air jeeps. But if I think 
about the common thread, and the purpose of our visit — 
it’s really all about the kids.
This distribution has introduced us to 6,000 children of 
Bangladesh. Many travelled long distances to come from 
far away places. Some were eager to say “Hello,” and 
shake our hands, while others were happier to hide be-
hind their friends until they got to know us a little better.
It’s funny how bubble blowing can bring children, par-
ents, caregivers, teachers, and volunteers together regard-
less of nationality or colour. I think it’s safe to say that 

each of us now has 6,000 more little friends than we had 
coming in to this.
The easy part of writing this is to tell you about how spe-
cial they are. Each one has his or her own story. Stories 
you can read in their shy eyes, or their bright smiles. 
The hard part is to put into words (without tears) about 
seeing these beautiful, curious, sometimes cautious, little 
cherubs. It takes a lot of restraint to not hug and squeeze 
every single one of them. There were physically- and 
mentally-challenged kids along the way, so it was even 
more important for us to adjust our senses to ensure that 
the blind children felt that gentle hand guiding them, or 
our soft (but foreign) voice to reassure them while they 
tried to comprehend what was going on around them for 
this one day. An extra minute or two to interact with the 
little boy in the wheelchair helps to make him feel at ease. 
While some may think that 6,000 bedkits is a lot, there 
were so many more local children who came to watch and 
whose parents tried to appeal to us for bedkits. The need 
is so great. We must continue to “help the world, one 
child at a time.”
As I reflect back upon 
our journey and the 
many, many faces of 
Bangladesh, I return to 
Canada humbled by the 
kindness of a nation, 
educated by generosity 
of true value, and hon-
oured to have played 
such a small, small part. Bedkits going home

SCAW 2010 Bangladesh travelling team
(Back Row, Left to Right): Doug MacDougald, (Team Leader), 
Kathy Greiner, Steve Allen. (Front Row, Left to Right): Mike 
Foster, Danielle Lalonde, Andy Greiner.

Danielle handing out bedkits

SCAW is a Registered Canadian 
Charity founded in 1970 by 
Margaret and Murray Dryden.

SCAW Contact Information
Sleeping Children Around the World
28 Pinehurst Crescent
Toronto, ON M9A 3A5
Canada
Phone: 416-231-1841
Fax: 416-231-0120
Toll Free: 1-866-321-1841
Email: info@scaw.org
Web: www.scaw.org

RCC#: 13163 4396 RR 0001
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Dave Dryden (Chair), Ken Graham, 
Laura Harper, Duncan Macgregor, 
Ted Swanston

Executive Director
Linda Webb
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David Fisher, Maarten Heilbron, 
Linda Webb, Milton van der Veen 
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Zero Overhead
Sleeping Children Around 
the World is operated by 

volunteers, from the 
processing of donations to 
the distribution of bedkits.

All administrative costs are 
covered by a 

legacy account set up by 
Murray Dryden. We neither 

receive nor request funds 
from any level of 

government.
With zero overhead, SCAW 

guarantees that
100% of every bedkit 

donation reaches a needy 
child.

One Bedkit
Though your photo may 

show three children, it only 
shows one bedkit. This 

allows us to get in closer to 
the children’s faces and 

makes for a better photo 
for our donors.


