
Hope has no boundaries
Linda Webb — Etobicoke, ON

There are places that inexplicably tug at your heart 
strings. For me, Bhairab is one of those places. Situated 
on the banks of a tributary of the Great Meghna River, 
it epitomizes village life in the massive delta that is 
Bangladesh. 
When I first visited Bhairab in 2004, I marveled at the 
variety of craft plying the river: rafts with tattered sails, 
dinghies, riverboats, and barges — all heavily laden 
with humanity, produce, animals, and cargo of every 
description. 
I watched the tenacity and determination of the people 
to carve out a living. I fretted about the fragile homes of 
the slums sheltering thousands of people on the river-
bank. How many would survive when the river bur-
geoned with the monsoon rains?
This year 700 children received bedkits in Bhairab. 
They arrived exuberantly by riverboat and clambered 
up the riverbank strewn with rotting garbage, between 
cows, dogs, women doing laundry, bathers, and river 
traffic. It was a beautiful sunny day with blue skies. 
How incredible to think that this same blue sky is 
shared by family and friends who live in the safety and 
richness of Canada. The difference, however, is stark 
and staggering.

After the distribution, I walked to the riverbank to 
watch the children joyfully wending their way in bare 
feet, bedkits balanced on their heads, down to the riv-
erboats. I thought I was steeled to whatever it is that 
draws me to Bhairab, but I find the sight of those river-
boats piled high with bedkits and children overwhelm-
ing and I can no longer contain my emotions. I furi-
ously click photographs, tears blurring my vision. In 
spite of it all, the gentle flow of the river and the smiles 
of the children give me hope. 
Dear donor and volunteers, when Margaret and Mur-
ray Dryden chose to give bedkits to children, I believe 
they recognized that children are the most vulnerable 
to the ravages of poverty, that children have the least 
control over their lives. Don’t for  one minute think that 
our efforts are just a drop in the bucket. 
A bedkit gives hope to each and every child, and hope 
has no boundaries.

My very own bedkit
Jill Adams — Peterborough, ON

Today’s the day. It’s here at last.
I have been chosen. I was not passed.
When Rotarians and Lions
Made up their list
They told us to be there
So none would be missed.
My family woke early.
We all are aquiver
As we walk from our village
To the boat on the river.
It’s a long walk for children
From six’s to twelve’s
But we are so happy
Enjoying ourselves,

Our boat trip takes more than a couple of hours,
We pass time by counting the hyacinth flowers.
We are so excited and a little afraid,
What is it that these Canadians have made?

We finally meet as our riverboat lands,
Our arrival is noisy with lots of commands.
“Line up, sit down,
Undress,” and lots more.
They organize us
When we get to the shore!
They tell us we have to
Look good for our photos.
We put on new clothes
And sit in neat rows.
Then a lady named Jill
Is telling us, “Stand,”
Old clothes neatly bagged
And a ticket in hand.
She passes us on to Mary Ann King,
Who asks us to sit on a big bucket thing,
And there spread out for all to see:
I think to myself, “Is this all for me?”
Bed, blanket, and sheets,
And a school bag with zippers,
Shawl, towel, shirt, thongs,
And some real sharp nail clippers!
Linda smiles and we sit at ease,
Shoulders straight and close our knees.
“Hasho, hasho,” our smiles she entreats,
With a click of the shutter
Our photo’s complete.

As Ms Norma leads us to the end,
We know that we are with a friend.
Ron and Peter lift a bundle
As towards them
We all trundle,
On my head at last it sits,
I smile and relax.
I know it fits,
It’s mine to take,
For the family to see,
And I know that it
Belongs to me.

Thank you SCAW, and Murray and Margaret,
I’ll always treasure my very own bedkit. 
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Bangladesh Bedkits
Please see sidebar on 
the next page for the lists 
of bedkit items.

Bangladesh Distribution

Total bedkits 8,000
Overseas 
Partners

Rotary Club 
of Dhaka,
Lions Club of 
Dhaka

SCAW Fast Facts
Total bedkits 849,850
Future 
Distributions

Kolkata, 
January

Mumbai, 
January
Chennai, 
February

A distribution in two parts

Due to political unrest in 
Bangladesh, the SCAW team 
was forced to leave before 
completing the Bangladesh 
distribution in November, 
leaving 2,501 bedkits in 
storage.
In early December there was a 
hiatus during which time 
Dave Dryden returned to 
Bangladesh to work with the 
Lions Club and distribute the 
last of the 8,000 bedkits.
You can read Dave’s report on 
the last page. An expanded 
version of his report is  on the 
SCAW website at:
   www.scaw.org/livereport

Loading riverboats with bedkits, children, and hope at Bhairab.

Jill and bedkit recipient.

Linda takes the photo.

This bedkit is going home.

Dressed for the photo.



The reality of a distribution
Peter Adams — Peterborough, ON

Like other readers of the SCAW Donor Newsletters, we 
had an idea about what was involved in being a travel-
ling volunteer. Our experience in Bangladesh showed 
us that we were indeed well briefed before we went, 
but some things can only be learned in the field.
First, our experience confirmed our belief in the ap-
proach which Murray and Margaret Dryden had de-
veloped. A bedkit is a gift for children made up of a 
variety of useful 
articles, all pur-
chased locally 
and wrapped in 
a bed mat — a 
wonderful way 
of helping poor 
children and the 
economy within 
which they sur-
vive. The guide-
lines SCAW uses 
to select its chil-
dren — one child per family, living in a family setting, 
and going to school — are also sensible and humane.
After our experience in Bangladesh, we believe more 
strongly than ever, that every $30 donation to SCAW 
truly helps a family which needs help badly and all the 
money goes directly to the child.
What we had not fully realized was how tough it is to 
stick to the tried and true Dryden formula in the face of 
so much need. Faced by hundreds of children and 
families who have nothing by our standards, your in-
stinct is just to give everything away, including the 
clothes you brought with you. In a country where even 
a gift to a beggar can attract a crowd of needy people, 
you can imagine what might happen if the distribution 
of bedkits was not highly organized. You can also 
imagine that such an approach would not result in the 
weak and most needy getting help. You have to believe 
in the SCAW system and be tough with yourself and 
tough, though fair with local partners.
Before going to Bangladesh we knew that distributions 
involve a good deal of real work. In our case, with an 
objective of delivering no less than 8,000 bedkits, we 
often left at 6 or 7 AM, drove to villages up to four 
hours away, distributed around 800 bedkits, took pho-
tos of the kids and then drove home for 7 or 8 PM.
This was not like driving in Canada, but a strenuous 
experience through which even tired people could 
rarely sleep. We did this for two and a half weeks and 
would gladly continued but, in our case, serious politi-
cal unrest made it impossible for us to travel or for the 
children to be brought to the distribution sites. 
We strongly recommend the SCAW volunteer experi-
ence to all but do not take it on casually. Fortunately, 
we had gone to some trouble to get fit before we left.
As for  our team, we were very fortunate. We had com-
mon ground and acquaintance with Ron and Mary Ann 
King, experienced SCAW volunteers. We live quite 
close to each other although we had not met before. 
Norma Fenner and Linda Webb were particularly well 

versed in SCAW philosophy and procedures since they 
both have been SCAW volunteers at 28 Pinehurst for 
many years. [See top of sidebar on next page.] Linda, our 
team leader, was on her fourth trip to Bangladesh. We 
felt ourselves fortunate to share the benefits of her great 
experience.
We have described some of the difficult aspects of our 
experience.    However, even in tough times during a 
difficult SCAW mission, the smiles of recipient children 
and families, the courtesy and interest of spectators 
who were not on our lists, and the unfailing hospitality 
of the people of Bangladesh kept our spirits up and 
remain as our memories of an experience of a lifetime. 

Evaluating the bedkits
Norma Fenner — Etobicoke, ON

As we were nearing Dhaka I became rather excited 
about all that was before me. Not only was this to be 
my first, but it was also to be one of the longest distri-
butions — three weeks — and the biggest: 8,000 bed-
kits. We watched BBC World News on the airplane and 
saw that there were political disturbances with block-
ades and unrest in Dhaka and I suddenly had second 
thoughts. Was I ready for this challenge?
All doubts dissipated three days later when I stepped 
down from our van at our first distribution and saw the 
beautiful Bangladesh children all in rows waiting for 
us. The excitement on their faces in anticipation of re-
ceiving a bedkit was amazing.
There were many 
“special” moments 
on the distribution 
but one that has a 
special significance 
for me was being able 
to spend about an 
hour with the moth-
ers of children receiv-
ing a bedkit. 
This was part of a 
SCAW evaluation 
conducted periodi-
cally. We spoke to 
parents one on one and received many good sugges-
tions that will help SCAW provide the best possible 
bedkits for the children in Bangladesh. We asked about 
the usefulness of the items in the bedkit, which items 
were valued the most, which item was valued the least, 
and what other items might be included.
It was unanimous. The three most important items 
were the mattress, the blanket, and the mosquito net. 
We also learned that the bedkit contents would be 
shared with other members of the family. The blanket 
was large enough to cover more than one child; the 
mosquito net, because of its size and rectangular shape, 
could cover a number of children.
As mothers we seemed very different, but as the survey 
continued I soon learned that was not the case. We 
really were more alike than different.
All parents want the same for their children no matter 
where we live: love, food, shelter, the ability to attend 
school, happiness, health, and hope for the future.
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Translator and Norma discuss evaluation.

Bangladesh 2006

Lions bedkit:
• mattress
• pillow
• pillowcase
• bedsheet
• mosquito net
• sweater
• towel
• t-shirt
• thongs
• school bag
• raincoat
• pencil/sharpener/

eraser
• nail clipper
• water bottle
• toothbrush/paste
• shirt/pant – boy
• Shalwar/kamiz/urna  

- older girl
• frock, underpant – 

small girl 
• sack for carrying 

bedkit

Rotary bedkit:
• mattress
• pillow
• pillowcase
• 2 sheets
• mosquito net
• gamcha (towel)
• 2 sets pyjamas
• 2 shirts/2 trousers – 

boys
• 2 Shalwar/kamiz – 

girls
• school bag
• mug/flask/tiffin 

(lunch) box
• nail clipper
• wool shawl
• thongs

Photo Credits:
Bangladesh 
Distribution:

Linda Webb, Norma 
Fenner, Jill Adams, 
Peter Adams, Mary 
Ann King, Ron King

Photo shoot at the RAOWO Club, Dhaka.



Education in Bangladesh
Ron King — Bobcaygeon, ON

Each day during the distributions we experienced the 
joy, the smiles and the laughter of the children as they 
received their own special bedkit. Proudly wearing 
their new clothes, they returned to their homes either 
on foot, in the back of a truck, in a bus or at one distri-
bution on a riverboat — a four-hour journey. SCAW 
guidelines state that to be eligible to receive a bedkit 
the child must attend school.

Sadly, every day 
we witnessed 
large numbers of 
children standing 
in silence and 
watching as the 
distribution pro-
ceeded. They 
were the ones 
with the sad eyes, 
outside the fence, 
or behind the 

ropes. The Rotary and Lions members indicated to us 
that these children did not go to school.
The government of Bangladesh started universal pri-
mary education in 1981 and introduced compulsory 
primary education in 1993. In addition, the government 
of Bangladesh fixed a target "Education for All" by 2010 
to eradicate illiteracy from the country.
Daily we were greeted by ten to fifteen young children 
living within a  stones throw of our residence in Dhaka. 
Their homes were made of cardboard, sheet metal and 
bamboo poles. They were excited to receive some ba-
nanas, a tennis ball, or any kind of treat. It was obvious 
that they did not go to school.
With the motto “Education for All,” we asked our-
selves: why weren’t  all of these children in school? In a 
family of four or five children, money is not available 
to pay the fees or to buy books and pencils.  In the rural 
areas children go to work in the rice fields or tend the 
fishing nets to help supplement the small family in-
come. In the urban areas we witnessed many children 
working, often with their  whole family, breaking bricks 
to make gravel. Perhaps most disturbing were the 
young children darting in and out of traffic begging for 
taka (Bangladesh currency).
The education system is divided into 4 levels; Primary: 
Grades 1 to 5,  Secondary: Grades 6 to 10, Higher Sec-
ondary: Grades 11 to 12, and degree programmes. A 
Madrasa system, which emphasizes Islam-based edu-
cation, is growing within the country. There are eleven 
government universities, and twenty private ones 
within Bangladesh. Being unable to pay for  education 
limits the opportunities for most children to attend. The 
BRAC [Bangladesh Rural Advancement Committee] is 
providing alternative schooling to children who are 
struggling or to some who attend at hours convenient 
to their work schedule. BRAC University also offers 
opportunities otherwise unavailable to these students.
With little opportunity to pay for an education, what 
happens to many of these young people?  With limited 
skills, many of the girls are employed in the garment 

industry and are 
paid a very small 
monthly wage. 
Others may earn 
a living on the 
streets.
Several condi-
tions limit the 
educational op-
portunities for the 
young people of Bangladesh. The political instability in 
the country and the inability of the poor to access the 
system as it now stands are just two factors that need to 
be addressed before the claim of “Education for All” 
can become a reality.

Women of Bangladesh
Mary Ann King — Bobcaygeon, ON

In her book The Forgotten Followers, Carol  Schlueter 
presents a challenging study of biblical women whose 
names we do not know but whose lives are models for 
women of today.
Likewise, the women I learned about in Bangladesh 
will remain, for the most part, nameless. They, too, pre-
sent pictures of courage and resourcefulness from 
which I can learn much. The contrast between the rich 
and the poor Bangladeshi women is well defined and 
rarely is that line crossed, yet each has a  unique and 
powerful story:
❖ Awami League president Sheikh Hasina: one of the 

most powerful women in Bangladesh, she has sur-
vived imprisonment, exile, and the assassination of 
her family. She heads a fourteen-party alliance whose 
goal at present is to force the current caretaker gov-
ernment to conduct a fair election. A symbol of hope, 
she is loved and respected.

❖ The wife of one of our Rotary hosts who teaches poor 
children in her home each morning: she told us that 
the bedkits they received gave them renewed enthu-
siasm to return each day carrying their backpacks 
and proudly wearing their new clothes.

❖ The leper in the street: she touched my shoulder with 
what remained of her hand, trying to survive in a 
country where being disabled means being forgotten.

❖ The 1.6  million garment workers, many of whom we 
saw streaming into one of the thirty-three hundred 
factories as we travelled around the country: often 
this is the only type of employment available to these 
women, who work 72 hours a week plus 12 hours 
compulsory overtime a month, but it does mean that 
their families will be fed.

❖ The three million women to whom UNICEF is cur-
rently giving tetanus vaccinations: to protect thou-
sands of newborns at risk during delivery.

❖ The talented and charming wife of one of our Lion 
hosts who was recently nominated to win a prestig-
ious international design award.

❖ The many beautiful women I met personally at our 
distributions: each had stories etched in their faces. 
These were moms who only wanted the best for their 
children and were so grateful  for the bedkits. The 
surveys that we conducted gave them a voice, per-
haps for the first time ever, and 
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Speakers Available
Would your UCW, school, 

community group, 
business, or seniors’ 

organization like a 
speaker? SCAW’s 

travelling volunteers 
would love to come to 
your event and tell you 

about their experiences 
and the children we help. 

Phone Linda Webb at 
416-231-1841 or contact 

her through email at 
info@scaw.org or through 

our website: 
www.scaw.org.

Zero Overhead
Sleeping Children 

Around the World is 
operated by volunteers, 
from the processing of 

donations to the 
distribution of bedkits.

All administrative costs 
are covered by an 

investment account set 
up by Murray Dryden. 
We neither receive nor 

request funds from any 
level of government.
With zero overhead, 

SCAW guarantees that:
100% of every bedkit 

donation reaches a 
needy child.

28 Pinehurst
Administrative volunteers 

work out of the Dryden 
family home at 28 

Pinehurst Crescent in 
Toronto — which has 

been donated to SCAW. 
Here they process 

donations, produce bedkit 
labels, and sort and mail 

bedkit photographs.

At the RAOWO Club distribution.

Waiting for photos at the RAOWO Club, Dhaka.

(Continued next page)



they were eager to share their thoughts. It was truly a 
humbling experience to share this time with them.

Each of these women’s stories is a poignant reminder to 
me of how blessed I am to be a woman in Canada. I 
pray that knowing these stories will make me a more 
compassionate one.

We kept our promise
Dave Dryden — Oakville, ON

Sometimes, even with our best efforts, a commitment 
can't be fulfilled. That is what happened with our  2006 
Bangladesh Team during its November distribution of 
8,000 bedkits to the children of Bangladesh.
After 5,499 bedkits had been distributed political tur-
moil erupted in Bangladesh. The team could no longer 
travel safely due to blockades on the roads. After a few 
days, with conditions remaining unsafe, the SCAW 
Board of Directors decided to bring the team home and 
2,501 bedkits were put in storage.
What were we going to do about the 2,501 children that 
had been promised bedkits? It wasn't fair that they 

should be disappointed. Would the bedkits be safe dur-
ing these unsettled times?  We decided that the moment 
the blockades were removed and peace and order were 
restored, we would return to Bangladesh. One SCAW 
volunteer would supervise this distribution with 
monumental assistance from the Dhaka Lions Club 
members. I was the lucky volunteer and I was thrilled.
We kept a close watch on the political situation, avidly 
read every travel advisory, and stayed in touch with 
our overseas partners in Bangladesh. 
Everything seemed to converge in a  positive way on 
Friday, December 1: my visa arrived and  the political 
parties agreed to a truce. My flights were booked and I 
left on December 5. The Lions Club planned to distrib-
ute 1,300  bedkits on the 8th, 1,201 on the 9th, and leave 
one day to deal with any unforeseen circumstances. We 
would hold an evaluation meeting on the 10th, and I 
would fly back home early on the morning of the 11th.
And that was what happened.
Each day we completed two distributions. In order to 
verify the whole procedure I set up the photographing 
area in a central position enabling me to see all aspects 
of the distribution. The excellent volunteers provided 
by the Lions manned the positions usually covered by 
the SCAW travelling volunteers.
I missed the fact that I could not personally interact 
with the children as much as I would have liked but 
this was the trade-off.
Children bring out the best in us. We are very lucky. 
My report back to you donors, is that the promises that 
we have made to you have been honoured: The chil-
dren did receive your precious bedkits.
On behalf of the children, many thanks.
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SCAW Contact Information

Sleeping Children Around the World
28 Pinehurst Crescent
Toronto, ON M9A 3A5
Canada
Phone: 416-231-1841
Fax: 416-231-0120
Toll Free: 1-866-321-1841

Email: info@scaw.org
Web: www.scaw.org
RCC#: 13163 4396 RR 0001

SCAW is a Registered 
Canadian Charity founded in 
1970 by Margaret and 
Murray Dryden.

Thank you for your contribution
to the Bangladesh Distribution

• The Graham family, in memory of Ann Graham, 
the Zentil family, and Darcy Rector for donating 
the digital photography equipment and computer.

• Sam’s Club for donating their Bangladesh 
photofinishing at cost and Blacks at Humbertown 
for doing their Bangladesh photofinishing at a 50% 
discount.

• The Printing House (Gordy Leong) 5120 Dundas 
Street West, Etobicoke, Ontario for printing this 
newsletter.

• SCAW’s donors and volunteers for their continuing 
support.

SCAW 2006 Bangladesh Travelling Team
(L. to R.) Back Row: Peter Adams, Norma Fenner, Mary Ann King.
Front Row: Linda Webb (Team Leader), Jill Adams, Ron King.

SCAW Board of Directors
Dave Dryden, Clarence Deyoung, 
Laura Harper

SCAW Administrative 
Coordinator
Linda Webb

Newsletter Editor
Milton van der Veen

Free-will Giving
Sleeping Children Around 
the World is dedicated to 

the concept of free-will 
giving. We seek to spread 
the word about Sleeping 

Children through personal 
contact. We do not seek 

donations by 
telemarketing, door-to-

door appeals, mass-
mailings or professional 

fund-raisers.

Live Reports
During a SCAW 

distribution, if facilities 
exist, the travelling 

volunteers try to send 
reports back to Canada. 
You can read these and 

see colour photos on the 
SCAW website at 

www.scaw.org/livereport 
while a distribution is 

happening.
The Bangladesh live 

reports also include an 
expanded report from 

Dave Dryden about the 
distribution of the final 

2,501 bedkits in 
December.

Mothers and children at the Chakhar, Barisal distribution.


