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November 6 - 18,2000 : 6,000 BEDKITS
that another 500 children were now sleeping
on a new bed this very night.

One of the nice things is the way that people
from Canada volunteer to come out here and
spend their time and money to help our poor
people. We certainly appreciate that.

(continued on page 2)

SeA W - 30TH ANNIVERSARY - 1970-2000 - 532,600 BEDKITS TO-DATE

D?n.ald and Carole Bates (husband and wife),
Billie Kemp, Marianne Chapelle and I, were
the team who travelled to Bangladesh on
your behalf this year. What good people
they are, seeing that your bedkit was received
by a child in need.

6,000 bedkits were given out over a period of
two weeks. For the first time, two different
organizations were involved. The first week
was arranged by the Rotary Club ofDhaka.
Brought from the slum areas of Dhaka to a
central location, the children were dressed
in their new clothes, photographed, given
their bedkits and then bussed back to their
homes. The first Sunday we were there, the
Rotarians took us to visit three of the areas
the children came from; and the next Sunday
the~took us back to see the children wearing
their new clothes and the beds all laid out in
their tiny shacks. Smiles and thank you's
were everywhere on the second visit because
of your generous donations to SCA W.

The second week was organized by the
Dhaka Lions Club. This-was their first time
doing a distribution, and they are to be
congratulated for ajob well done. The Lions
set up distributions in rural villages where
there is no social assistance of any kind.

Although this is my second time in
Bangladesh, it is my first opportunity to visit
the rural areas. Most days we travelled for
three to four hours through very productive
rice, hemp, and vegetable growing areas.
After a welcome, which included many looks
from the children because they had never
seen white skin before, we would give out
the bedkits and photograph 500 children.
Another three to four hours later, we would
be back at our hotel, exhausted, but satisfied

I asked a Rotarian, Mr. Rashid, who has been
involved with SCA W for many years, ifhe
would like to comment on SCA W's program
fr.om their perspective. The following is a
direct quote from him:

"I am Mr. Rashid, and 1am a director of the
Rotary Club ofDhaka. 1am happy to serve
the children of Bangladesh through the
SCA W program.

From what I have seen over the last four
years, this program generates so much
enthusiasm among the children that it
pleases us to get into the program and work
hard. It is definitely very beneficial for the
children because they not only receive lots
of clothing and beds which they of course
deserve, but it teaches them in some way to
work with us, and it also brings in their
families who realize the benefit of this, and
teaches them the value of working with us.
And last, but not least, it is a very good
program for the image of Canada. There are
lots of different projects by big donors, but
peo~le don't know their name or their origin,
but ID this case they know that Canada is
doing something at the grass roots level.

I personally appreciate this program very
much. Because of your help, it helps us to
get closer to our own children, the poor
children of our country.

1 don't need to mention that the $30 of
clothing, etc. that they get is far more than
it sounds. These people are so poor that
they live on less than $1 a day, so that they
look forward to this for months on end, and
I know that they look forward to the next
distribution.

Thank you!"

DONALD BATES
GUELPH, ONTARIO

For Carole and me, this was our first
distribution with SCA W, though our second
trip to Bangladesh. It goes without saying
that we faced the venture with a certain
amount of trepidation-the trip to Asia in
itself is cause for concern and, of course,
we wondered if we could deal with the tasks
ofthe project. Our team leader, Ken Graham,
met with us several times before we left so
questions were answered and we were put at
ease. We also had a chance to meet the other
members of- our team in Toronto in
September.

On arri val at Dhaka airport, we were met by
a delegation from the two service clubs that
had made local arrangements, and who
would select the most needy of children to
receive the bedkits.

On the second day, the day before
distributions would begin, one ofthe Dhaka
Rotarians took us to three city slum areas so
that we could see the circumstances from
which the children had been selected. This
would certainly bring home the contribution
a SCA W bedkitwould make. Each area was
a warren of small, dark, one-room family
spaces, sometimes on stilts above the pond's
edge, accessed by narrow passages. Each
family space was adjacent to others on each
side and behind, separated from neighbours
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1 ground sheet woven in bright
colours-the yam was selected
and given to the weavers

1 pillow
1 pillow case
2 medium size bed sheets
1 large sheet or wrap around
1 thick blanket
1 very large mosquito net
1 knapsack
1 exercise book
1 pencil
1 eraser
Ipencil sharpener
1 6" plastic ruler
1 toothbrush
1 tooth powder
1 box of soap
1 bar of soap
I towel
1 comb
1 nail clippers
3 T-shirts
2 pair of shorts
1 pair of leggings
1 school uniform:

boys - cargo pants and flannel
shirt
girls - green, orange or purple
dress

1 pair of thongs (footwear)

(Bangladesh by Donald Bates, Guelph,
Ontario, continued from page I)

only by a panel of woven split bamboo. The
floor was hard mud or, if the shack was on
stilts, bamboo and scraps of woven mats;
while odds and ends of boards or corrugated
steel provided a make shift roof. The
sleeping area was a raised platform on which,
we're told, the whole family slept. There
was no evidence of sanitation facilities
though we're told, that there are communal
latrines. We did see a couple of hand pumps
along the passageway.

The next day brought the children. It
obviously was a big day for them as they
arrived groomed and in "best" clothes.
Bangla is not a language that comes easily,
but nonetheless, it was easy to
communicate through eye contact and a
gentle hand of encouragement. A
handshake, or the "shagatom " salute was
frequently offered, and always graciously
accepted. The bedkits were visibly
appreciated as child and parent, or quite
oftenjustan older child, proudly made their
way home.

Incidentally, an interesting postscript to
the period spent right in Dhaka was a return
to the slum areas: it was obvious that we
were recognized. It was easy, too, to spot
the children who had been involved by the
T-shirts and new dresses. As well, it was
obvious that the bedding had been carefully
incorporated into the family sleeping space.

A second phase of our distribution took us
into rural areas. The impact of travel on
congested roads that dwindled down to
mere trails added time and energy to the
distribution task. Some sites were four
hours from our residence. As a "first timer"
my reaction was that here, as in Dhaka, the
children are beautiful. One is made aware of
how coveted foreign assistance is from the
possessiveness of parents. The aid that
comes to countries like Bangladesh usually
focuses on the horrific problems in the cities,
possibly at the expense of the rural people,
the isolation of the population that might
never see a "westerner" leads to crowds of
onlookers to this major event. Though real
poverty is a reality in these agricultural
villages, there does seem to be a sense of
community that bodes well for people who
live there.

As before, it was easy to communicate with
the children through a softly spoken word

(which I know was not understood), by a
gentle hand to guide him or her to the next
part of the process, and by eye contact-
from their very brown to our very blue! I'm
sure the population of Bangladesh wonders
how we can see with blue eyes. Then, with
darkness approaching, as we drag our tired
bodies home, we spot children out in the
fields in shirts we recognize.

Another observation I must make is that
while on a first distribution, one becomes
aware ofthe dedication, energy, organization,
and the money that individuals in the local
service clubs of the target area expend to
facilitate the SCA W distributions. These
people have an obvious concern for their
fellow countrymen in so many ways, as
evidenced by their involvement in local
health, literacy, and in education programs.
It has been satisfying to be part of their
commitment to humankind. As is so often
the case, any social safety net in such poor
countries falls to the non-government
organizations.

At the end of our first trip to Bangladesh in
1995 (Carole was a CESO- VA - Canadian
Executive Service Organization - Volunteer
Advisors), she was told by the Canadian
High Commissioner in Dhaka that of all the
aid programs serving the th ird world, Sleeping
Children Around the World delivers help to
those who need it directly; and for the
contributor, it is the most value for the dollar.
His remarks led us to continue support over
the years, and now we find ourselves
privileged to contribute as overseas
volunteers. We expect the experience will
make us better world citizens-we know we'll
have trouble with the "culture shock" of
returning to the affluence and waste of our
"western" culture!

MARIANNECHAPELLE
BELLEVILLE, ONTARIO ~I#.i.

The Rotarians ofDhaka should be very proud
of the 3,000 bedkits which we were privileged
to help distribute-the quality, the variety,
the number of useful items, the way they
were assembled and bundled. Thirty items
for thirty dollars is indeed very remarkable!

For the Lions Club of Ohaka, this was a first
SCA W distribution. The members, under
Mr. Hadi's leadership, worked hard to
purchase the items for the bed kits and have
them packaged. Everything was of excellent
quality, well chosen and very suitable for
the climate of Bangladesh, from the thick
cotton covered mattress to the lovely cotton
girls' dresses and boys' shirts and shorts.
.We distributed 3,000 ofthefollowing bedkits.

1 thick mattress
1 quilted blanket
1 sheet printed with the Lion

King motif
1 mosquito net
1 plastic rain coat in a zippered case
1 short sleeve sweater
1 T-shirt
1 dress with pantaloon for the girls

or cotton shorts and a shirt for the
boys

1 pair of thongs (footwear)
1 towel
1 pillow
1 pillow case printed with A B C
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It was my humble privilege to once again
play a very small part in a SCAW distribution.
Ken Graham is a terrific leader, and it was a
joy to be on the team with Carole and Don
Bates. For me, getting to share the entire
experience with my sister, Billie, was extra
special. The children are my whole reason
for coming to Bangladesh.

CAROLEBATES
GUELPH, ONTARIO

This is the second time I have visited
Bangladesh, and both times I have had a
close involvement with children. They are
like children everywhere-some are
outgoing, others are shy, but one thing they
all have in common is poverty which is-so
overwhelming here. This is a very poor
country whose social structure is based on
a patriarchal society in which very little
emphasis is placed on self worth. Children
are yelled at and threatened with sticks, or
worse ifthey misbehave. It is somewhat like
our western culture of a hundred years ago
when corporal punishment was the norm.
This is not to say that some families are not
loving, but the poverty is so great and the
culture so adult male dominated, that it is
hard to find any real warmth.

The children we visited were all beautiful
and gentle and certainly in need of our help.
The Rotarians, who organized our first week,
were all community minded caring people
(men and women), who support the non-
government organizations who help children
of the slums to have some improvements.
We visited three slums prior to and after the
distribution. Thefirstonewasjust beginning
to get some aid. The second had a clinic and
school on-site, and the third was aided even
more. So many groups are working to help
them. The Girl Guides work with crafts and
help in promoting self worth, teachers give
freely of their skills, and a doctor gives of
herself totally. As well, a social worker is
trying to assess just how many families are
existing there-not an easy task. It is

. estimated that there are 2,600 to 3,000 heads
offamily in only one slum.

The second week of distribution was a "first
venture" for the Lions Club, and it was very
ambitious. They opted to go outside of
Dhaka to pre-chosen "home villages" some
of which were four hours away over so-
called roads. Ofthe five villages we visited,

two were full of beautiful well-cared-for,
though very poor children. It was the adult
male domination and complete
disorganization of the other three that made
the week quite difficult. There was no
female help present at any of these sites,
and the children seemed to be given very
little respect. They were pushed into place,
deprived of their onas (very important for
teen age Muslim girls) for the photos, and
generally lost the warmth the receiving of
the bedkits should have given them. The
Lions we worked with were very humane
and caring individuals who, themselves,
worked very hard to help in the distributions.
Their only fault was being too ambitious.

My report was to be on children. So how do
I feel about them? They are beautiful
responding little -mdlvlouals wh-o truly
deserve our help. We can do very little to
change the society in which they live, but a
smile, a gentle word, and a lighttouch brings
a happy response. I guess I just love kids!

BILLIEKEMP
BOWMANVILLE, ONTARIO

Bangladesh, a Republic of Southern Asia,
bordered by India to the west and north,
Burma on the south-east+and the-Bay of
Bengal on the south, is a very flat, populous
country occupying an area of one-hundred-
and-forty-four-thousand [144,000] square
kilometres in which live one-hundred-and-
ten-million [110,000,000] people. The
majority of these people live in 60,000 small
rural villages. Because of its adverse
economic situation, it is sometimes referred
to as a member of the 'Fourth World'-the
poorest of the poor.

Many villagers grow rice on rented plots of
land so small it is hard to make a living, so
they migrate to the cities looking for a better
life.

The Monsoon climate brings many
disasters-if the wind is off the land, it is dry
with little rain, but when it is off the ocean in
May and June, torrential rains and floods
occur.

Most Bangladesh people speak Bangla.
English is taught in schools, but education
is only compulsory for six to ten-year-olds.
Many parents can't afford uniforms or
books, so their children don't go to school
at all. The pupil teacher ratio in the state
schools, which have two shifts, is 60-to-1.
The literacy rate is 47% for males, but only
23% for females.

BRAC (Bangladesh Rural Advancement
Committee) builds schools mostly for girls,
and help children get into state schools, so
the eoucational situation is very slowly
improving. Children attend in the mornings
when it is cooler, and help at home in the
afternoons; and in rural areas, schools are
closed during planting and harvesting
seasons. Principal crops are rice and jute,
but tropical fruits and vegetables are grown
as well.

The Bangladesh custom is to have large
families so there is always help with the
crops, plus help to care for parents when
they become old.

Religions of Bangladesh is 85% Islam, 13%
Hindu, with Buddhist, Christian and others
making up the small remainder.

Bangladesh industries include: fertilizer,
natural gas, clothing manufacturing, paper
making, steelwork, cement factories, brick
yards, and ship yards in coastal regions.

The average yearly income is $300 Cdn.
Their currency being the Taka-one
Canadian dollar is equivalent to 35 Takas.

On this, my first trip to Bangladesh, I'm
impressed with the beautiful children, the
kind people, and the humanitarian work of
the Rotarians, Lions and Girl Guides. I feel
very fortunate to be a small part of a wonderful
organization with a great compassionate
team of Ken, Carole, Don, and my sister,
Marianne.

Thank you donors! Keep it up for the love
ofkids!
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EXCERPTS FROM DONORS'
LETIERS DON'T MISS THIS ONE ...

HEAR OUR VOICES wonderful Kids in Action Foundation which
incorporates many charities, one of which is THANK YOU

It started on a sunny day SCA W. We loved their song-
Agfa Canada Inc. forWhen Murray Dryden came to say:

"There are children in this world Chorus - donating the film for the
with no place to sleep; We are Kids in Action Bangladesh trip
No pillows or blankets to cover their We help kids in need

feet." Wecan make a difference
Black's Photography forWhen we do our deed.
the photofinishing

We are Kids in Action

NEXT SCHEDULED
Guided from above The Printing HouseGiving is the treasure

DISTRIBUTION TRIPS The gift oflove. (Russ Cosman)
5120 Dundas Street West

Verse I- Etobicoke, Ontario for theDECEMBER, 2000 We want to make a better place

COLOMBIA For all the human race printing of this newsletter

4,000 BEDKITS
Giving to charities; supporting each other
We reach out to sister and brother! (Chorus) Champion Photochemistry

JANUARY,2001-INDIA Verse 2- Limited for supporting the
Working hard so dreams come true photo finishing

CHENNAI & CALCUTTA Reach for the stars is what we do
7,000 BEDKITS Compassion is the key; lend a hand to our Kay Kelly,

MUMBAI peers Harry Keating andWeare willing to face our fears! (Chorus)
6,000 BEDKITS Maurice Kowanetz

for publishing this newsletter

From students at Sacred Heart School in
Midland, Ontario-October, 2000

They have been contributing to SCA W for
the past 15 years. This year their goal was
to meet or exceed last year's goal of 89
bedkits. This they did with the wonderful
total of I02 bedkits.

" ...The Sacred Heart School Community
feels that no child in this whole entire world
should live without a comfortable pillow,
or a warm bed to sleep on; nor should they
go without cozy pyjamas, and have
everyday articles that we, as Canadian
children, take for granted.

We believe in this important organization
because we are truly helping other children.

We believe that SCA W is a great Lenten
tradition at Sacred Heart, and we hope and
pray that th is school community continues
to believe in, as well as support this very
special and necessary mission.

God bless!"

Sister Bonnie started the theme
That children could now hope to live
their dream,
Sacred Heart became the place
To love and care for each little face.

We brought in pennies, nickels and
dimes,
We had $30.00 for a bedkit, in no time.
This year, we reached a hefty sum,
And we're here to say thanks to
everyone.

We still believe in giving to all,
Because it is our Christian call.
In photos, we see satisfaction in their
smiling eyes;
We feel happy in knowing we've made
a difference in each of their lives.

[Editors' Note: They enclosed this lovely poem,
presumably written by one of their students,
with their letter. Congratulations, and thanks,
Sacred Heart, we too hope that you keep up the
good work!]

Bellwood Public School, in Ontario have a

• ••••••••••••••••••••• •••••••••••Will be held at St. James' Cathedral, 65 •
• Church Street, Toronto, on Saturday, •
: December9'\5-7p.m.,atacostof$10 :
• per person. All proceeds will be used to •
: purchase SCA W bedkits. Mark your :
• calendar now-and order your tickets •
• from Lynetteat416-281-8758. •• •• •• •• ••••• •• •••• • ••• • • ••

An Evening With
Lynette J enkins and Friends

"MUSIC CONCERT"

Bridge-
We go for what we want; we never say no
We're Kids in Action always ready to go!
Getting the job done! (Chorus)

We're Kids in Action yeah!

Congratulations Kids in Action-Bellwood
Public School-we hope you too will keep
up to the good work, and perhaps some
other schools and or oganizations will share
their talents with us. We'd love to print some
of your stories.
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