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CHENNAI, INDIA & DHAKA, BANGLADESH:
January 27 - February 8, 1999: 5,000 BEDKITS & 1,300 LAYETTES
BY CLARENCEDEYOUNG
HALIFAX,NOVA SCOTIA

I recently read the following quote: "Better
__ the hand that gives, than thelips that pray."

This seemed very appropriate when, during
the past two-and-a-half weeks, we
distributed 2,000 bedkits and 1,000 layettes
in Chennai, (formerly Madras), India, and
3,000 bedkits and 300 layettes in Bangladesh.

In order for us, the SCA W travelling team, to
be able to carry out these distributions, you
caring donors gave some ofyour hard earned
money to these needy children; then the
volunteers in the SCA W office gave of their
time to record your donations, make up the
labels for the pictures and, once these photos
are developed, they will give of their time
again, sorting the pictures.

Then of course, there was the giving ofboth
time and resources by the overseas
volunteers, without which we couldn't
complete these distributions at all.

In the case of Chennai, the Rotary Club of
Ambatturgave over 4,000 hours of their
time, over a period of four months, to put
together these distributions. The Finance
Committee, Procurement Committee,
Children Selection Committee, and the
Purchasing Committee all gave of their time
prior to our arrival to ensure that everything
would go well.

The Selection Committee members walked
through knee-high water during the
monsoon season to visit 45 schools in the
villages around Chennai, to verify that the
chosen children were, in fact, the poorest of
the poor, as well as to get a full list with the

children's names, addresses, etc. -a SCA W
requirement

The Procurement Committee arranged the
hiring of small entrepreneurs tomake many
of the items in the bedkitsllayettes, and/or to
buy the items directly from manufacturers at
wholesale prices, all in an effort to source
everything as inexpensively as possible,
and to obtain the maximum number ofitems
in each of the bedkitsllayettes forthe children
- another SCA W requirement.

Then when our travelling SCA W team
arrived, the overseas volunteers gave again.
Their hospitality was second to none. They
arranged to pick us up at the airport,
transported us around while we were there,
fed us and simply responded to our every
need, especially supplying bottled water,-
and they did all this without expecting
anything in return.

We all give, and do what we can, for one
reason only - so that the poorest of the poor
children in developing countries can have a
good place to sleep.

BYJOEVET
OAKVD.LE, ONTARIO

This was my fourth trip with SCA W to
Chennai and Dhaka, and it was good to see
old Rotarian friends and meet new ones.
Due to delays in travelling, we arrived a day
late in the evening of January 26th•

Still tired but anxious to start our first
distribution, we did manage to begin the
morning of January 27th• Shortly after we

arrived at the site of'I'V. NagarinAmbattur,
we received our formal greeting with
speeches and dances by some of the young
students. We also distributed 560 bedkits
that first day. It is very satisfying to see the
children with their smiling faces take their
bedkits home.

The children come from outlying areas and
often travel long hours to the distribution
sites. All have been selected by Rotary
volunteers. Each of the children had been
given a blue identification label which they
must return when they receive their
individual bedkits.

It is a humbling experience being part of a
team that really cares for these children. As
we went through each day of distribution it
was a great feeling to be the "representative"
of all the donors back home who made this
trip possible. We're sure the pictures we
bring home give all donors that feeling of
satisfaction that they have donated to a
truly worthy cause. The looks of
bewilderment on some of the children 'sfaces
signify their feelings ofbeing overwhelmed,
for not all understand exactly what is
happening. Whenyoulook at their beautiful
faces with their big eyes, you wish you
could do more. You only hope that the
hundreds of children outside the gate will
have a turn next time.

I know there will be a next time, for SCA W
has been distributing bedkits now for nearly
30 years, in the march toward our goal of One
Million Bedkits.

On our flight to Dhaka, Bangladesh we had
an overnight stop in Calcutta. Plans are
currently underway with the help of the

(continued on page 2)

"If you've never been poor, you won't understand."
Murra,Y DJyden
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(India and Bangladesh, by Joe Vet, Oakville,
Ontario, continued from page 1)

Rotarians, to have a new SCA W distribution
for this area next year.

The next day we arrived in Dhaka and the
first news we received was that there was to
be a general strike "Hartal" in Bangladesh,
and that our planned seven days of
distribution had been shortened to five.
There were a few problems but we were able
to work them out.

On the day of the 300 layette distribution we
found the mothers waiting patiently outside.
We had all of them come inside the building
where they re-dressed their babies in the
one piece outfit provided with their layettes,
ready for the photographs. Some of the
mothers were reluctant to hand us their
babies to place in the layettes for the photos.
They were all, however, thrilled when they
were handed their layettes with the more
than 40+ items included. It was a difficult
day, but we ended up with ajob well done.

We distributed 3,000 bedkits and300 layettes
in Dhaka and the outlying areas. We had a
heavier workload because of the time
schedule, but we persevered.

We had an extraordinary group of
volunteers interacting with the children. It
was not surprising that we enjoyed this
interaction. Even in the heat of the day and
the long wait at times, the children were all
so well behaved. They know that we are
there for them and they are thankful in their
own way.

As I think about the children and the babies
(some of them only hours old), I want to
express my gratitude to the donors for
allowing me to be a part of their generosity
in handing out the bedkits. With all of the
hardships we endured such as the long and
arduous travelling, different foods, the heat,
etc., it was the children that made it all
worthwhile.

I'd like to close by thanking all my eo-
workers, Rotary Club in Chennai, Rotary
Club in Dhaka, and particularly you, the
donors, for the 6,300 bedkits and layettes
distributed on this trip.

•

BYLORRAINE GRAVES
ISLINGTON, ONTARIO

One of the most important and difficult jobs
facing our overseas volunteers is the
selection of the children who will be receiving
the bedkits. SCA W asks that they select the
children who can most benefit. At the time
of the distribution the children are to be
between the ages of six and twelve years. If
layettes are to be given, the babies are to be
from newborn to three months old. There
should be an equal mix of boys and girls.
Bedkits are not distributed to street children.
Distribution lists with the children's names,
addresses, and ages are given to the SCA W
team leader to be taken back to head office.

You might try to imagine the time, effort and
caring that was required to make this happen
for this distribution of 5,000 children
receiving bedkits, and 1,300 babies receiving
layettes

In Chennai, we met Raju; a slim, handsome
eleven-year-old boy who, along with his
father, mother, six year-old sister and
grandmother, lives in a one-room dwelling
with a thatched roof and paper walls. Until
now, he has slept on the dirt floor and his
blanket was a ragged sari belonging to his
grandmother. Other pieces of clothing were
used as his pillow. Any water used by the
family must be carried home by pail from a
water pump several streets away.

Weleamed rapidly and openly about human
survival in a far different way than most
Canadians will ever know.

The look of joy on Raju's face when he
received his bedkit was indescribable- what
a difference that bedkit will make for his
night's sleep.

In Dhaka we met Nasima, also eleven. Her
mother works as a servant and her father
sells pencils. She, along with her year-old
brother and four year-old sister, live in a
lean-to on the street.

She is friendly
She is poor

She is dirty
She is beautiful

She broke my heart - She is Bangladesh .

On behalf of Raju and Nasima and all the
other children we gave bedkits and layettes

to in ChennaiandBangladesh, thank you for
their gifts - you have made a difference!

BYKENGRAHAM
HILLSBURGH, ONTARIO

This, my eighth trip with SCA W, was
something different forme. This time I didn't
have the responsibility ofbeingteam leader,
so there was more opportunity to do the
"hands-on" things with the children. Jobs
were shared by the Canadian and local
organizing teams to make sure that each
child which had been selected, received the
bedkit to which they were entitled. One of
the tasks that I was given was to tell you
about the contents of the bedkits.

On the surface it seems so simple. We
Canadians arrive, and in India there were
2,000 bedkits prepared, and 1,000 layettes all
packed in their containers. Bangladesh had
3,000 bedkits and 300 layettes. What went
into producing these bedkits and layettes?

First of all, when your $30 was transferred to
their countries approximately three months
prior to the distribution, they shopped
around to find the best quality items at the
best prices possible. Remember that they
procure as much as possible from cottage
type industries to provide much needed
employment to those who need it most.
After the orders are placed, arrangements
have to be made for storage and assembly of
the bedkits in a secure location. Please
remember also, that all transportation and
security costs are borne by the sponsoring
organizations in the countries of distribution
in order that your entire donation of$30 only
goes into purchasing items that go into the
bedkits.

Bedkits this time contained 20+ items
including a cotton carpet, bed sheet, quilt,
pillow and pillow cover, stainless steel plate
and tumbler, two sets of school uniforms
and, of course, the all important mosquito
net. There were many others items included
as well such as towels, soap, and a pail, etc.

The Indian layette had a total of 40+ items.
This was designed for babies aged less than
three months. It was loaded with useful
items such as diapers, quilts, sheets, mattress,
and a mosquito net, plus eight coloured
cotton vests, three coloured cotton outfits,
a vacuum bottle, a rattle and stuffed toy.
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Arid) as they say, many artIcles too numerous
to mention. All layettes also contained
sanitary eating utensils, hygiene products
such as soap and towels, a bottle brush and
multivitamin drops.

The Rotary club estimated that they had
volunteered at least one hour of time for
each bedkit and layette produced, plus the
time for choosing the deserving children.
This adds up to over6,300 hours of volunteer
work on their part to make this distribution
a success. If you divide 6,300 by a 40-hour
work week, you come up with the impressive
figure of 157.5 weeks, orjust over three years
offull time work if it were done by only one
person.

I believe we Canadian donors owe a vote of
thanks to those volunteers in other countries
who convert your donor gifts of money into
the bedkits and layettes so badly needed by
the children in these developing countries.

BY BOB MEINSCHENK
UNIONVILLE, ONTARIO

India is a country ofextremes, from luxury for
the elite, to abject poverty for the poorest of
the poor. The people are friendly and curious
about westerners; even the slightest gesture
on your part brings abeaming smile in return.
Ceremonial greetings include something
sweet (sugar), a third eye (i.e. dot) on your
forehead, and some rose water for purity.

Women dress in beautiful saris. Even the
poorest women are dressed in bright, multi-
coloured saris that are probably obtained
second hand. Traditions are rampant, with
many r~volyi!)g around the Hi.n(tu temple
and the Hindu religion. In one traditional
dictate, young children do not have their
hair cut, but are taken to the temple to have
their heads ceremoniously shaved.
Traditionally this would be done one time
only. Interestingly, many of the non-Hindu
people also believe it brings good health
and better hair, so they also follow a similar
practice.

In the tradition of business an NSF cheque
would equal a jail sentence. Credit checks
are non-existent and one would be fortunate
to receive a regular payment before 90 days.
Business is done on a handshake and faith.
If you charge a person because they've
given you an NSF cheque, the catch is, you

Although poor, people in both countries are
Many marriages are arranged between rich in patience and tradition I
families and a dowry is usually negotiated. •
The kI!ojVledge familie~have about one _.__ _ __ __
another (status, reputation, wealth, etc.)
seems to be more important than the .•", :'
emotional feelings between the bride and ...
groom. Dating is non-existent, but in the
larger cities couples may have a say in
selecting a mate. Many couples who meet
overseas return to India in order to get THAILAND RE- VISITED
married. Divorce is still a stigma, but less
now than in the past.

must pay for then stay m Jail untIl the tnal;
therefore it's seldom worth the effort, unless
the amount owing is large and you know you
stand a good chance of collecting. Hanging
for major crimes is still in vogue.

One child whose mother was interviewed by
SCAW told us her husbandeamed $20Cdn.
a month. He worked shifts as a watchman,
but his job was not permanent. He could be
dismissed at any time. It was noted that she
probably worked part -time as a maid for a
few extra dollars. The child appeared to be
in good health and had received all of his
vital inoculations. Their living quarters were
in a thatched, one room hut with a dirt floor.

Cows wander the streets at will. Some lie on
the roads oblivious to traffic. All roads are
packed with thousands of people, motorized
rickshaws, dilapidated buses and polluting
trucks and cars. Two lanes can easily be
turned into four with little semblance of
order. It's every vehicle for itself. The horn
is the best, and most used, form of
communicating your intentions to other
vehicles. It usually means "get out of my
way,I'mcomingthrough". Aonehourdrive
would include at least 200 horn beeps!

In Bangladesh our driver ran into a covered
scooter that was carrying a passenger. He
bent the frame of the scooter and up-ended
the passenger out ofthe vehicle. However,
fortunately, no one was hurt. The interesting
thing is the police were there but never
asked either driver for a license or insurance.
I had a feeling our driver, who claimed it
wasn't his fault, would have just driven off.
In the end, the injured party received about
$2Cdn. for his damage, and everyone went
on their way.

The amazing part about the traffic is
everyone's patience. No one seems to get
mad if they are cut off or someone is going
the wrong way. The spirit of co-operation

reigns. You'll eventuaIIy get there, ItWillJust
take time.

We seldom travelled outside the major cities
of Chennai and Dhaka. In the cities you
seldom see parks, flowers, trees, or any form
of greenery - there are just too many people
and city sprawl.

Bangladesh has a population ofl32 million
withanannualpercapitaincomeof$300Cdn.:
60% of the people live in poverty and only
24% are literate. Unemployment isat 40%.
Those that do work produce jute, garments
and leather for export.

The following is a translation of a poem
written in Thai, as a tribute to SCA W, and
presented during our distribution in
Thailand,November 1998. [Whilethispoem
doesn't flow in English, it gives a clear
indication of the Thai's love for SCA W.]

It was composed for SCA W by Rotarian
Past President Saenpol Amatavanich, and
translated by Kasemchai Nitiwanakun,
President, 1998/99, Rotary Club of Silom,
Bangkok, Thailand.

Sleeping Children Around the World,
SCAW initiated this project for such a

-worthy cause, - --
To help children around the world and

Thailand,
Oh ... great SCAW spirits for poor

children.
A perfect leader is found in Lynette;
Gary and Ken are such super guys.
We cherish Jeanette andLinda's great

spirits.
May God bless all SCAWs,
Who have invaluable spirits of kindness,
Who work hard to help the under-

privileged kids,
May you be happy every day and night

forever.
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ARMENIA. COLOMBIA SCAW - RESTRUCTURING

You are probably aware that recent
earthquakes have devasted large regions of
Colombia, including Armenia. SCA W is
proud to be able to do something extra to
help e1eviatethepain and trauma for some of
the survivors. After an, they have
NOTHING!

With the specific help of our friends Didier
Higuerta and Mario Escobar in Colombia,
and their work with many varying
organizations*, we are currently in the
planning stages of organizing an extra
distribution of 3,000 bedkits to the little
hurting children in Armenia. This should
take place in May.

It is important to note that other scheduled
SCA W distributions for 1999 will not be
affected by this additional distribution.

[*Some of SCAW's Colombian contacts and
working organizations include Kiwanis, Rotary,
Active 20-30, Salamina Colony, and the Society
for Peasant Women.]

THEN .••

The most common observation from our

And those words might have been written
by any team member on any trip. Again, it's
just as timely today.

This poem was reproduced by Murray
Dryden inhis 1981 Newsletter. Ithadbeen
sent in by a Mrs. D. Percy, who had learned
it sixty years earlier. Sorry we no longer
know where Mrs. Percy lives(d), but the
poem seems just as timely to us today. We
hope you will enjoy it again with us.

A Little Girl's Pillow

I have a pillow, 'tis so smooth
And warm and light.
'Twas made for me of softest down
And covered all with white.
Sometimes at night I think of wolves
And hear the loud wind roar,
But nestled to my pillow close
I sleep and fear no more.

Oh, many, many children
Have no home or Mother dear,
No pillow soft to rest upon,
When the dark night is near.
Perhaps they sleep
I know not where
I feel so sad
And full of care.

Heavenly Father wilt Thou hear
A prayer a child can say?

During 1998, SCA W was restructured to
improve on decision making, inimplementing
and evaluating ideas and actions, and to
improve communications. To this end, an
Executive Committee was struck and will
serve under the guidance of the SCA W
Trustees [Murray Dryden and Dr. Gordon
Brown]. The Executive Committee will
assume responsibility for the following
areas:

• Administration -Lorraine Graves
• Communications - LauraHarper
• Finance/Legal- Dave Dryden
• Travelling Volunteers - Clarence

Deyoung

NEWS FLASH!
SCAW E-MAIL ADDRESS

If you wish, you may now also access us
bye-mail at:

scaw@idirect.com

travelling volunteers was summed up by My heart is full, I fold my hands
Sharon Holmes following her 1986 visit to Upon my breast and pray. THANK YOU
South America. They tell me there are orphan babes

Who beg from door to door. Agfa Canada Inc. for
"It was hard to turn away from those who But oh, if it might please Thee donating the film for theLet there be no orphans more.were not receiving bedkits, especially when Wilt Thou make them smile again India and Bangladeshtrip
the mothers come begging with a child in And make them cease to weep
arms. Not only could we not give them And give to each a pillow soft Black's Photography forbedkits, but we could not explain why, That they, like me, may sleep.
because of the language barrier." thephotofrrrishing

[This little child's prayer has been answered
time and again through your contributions. The Printing House

NEXT SCHEDULED Thank you.] (Russ Cosman)
DISTRIBUTION TRIPS 5120 Dundas Street West

.••AND NOW
Etobicoke, Ontario for the

UGANDA printing of this newsletter

MAY/JUNE,1999
Shakespeare, in the The Merchant of Venice

Champion Photochemistrystated: "How far that little candle throws his
3,500 BEDKITS beams. So shines a good deed in a naughty Limited for supporting the

world." photofinishing

ARMENIA, COLOMBIA Today, Murray Drydenandall the volunteers
KayKelly,are happy and encouraged that we are well

on our way towards Murray' spersonal target Harry Keating and
MAY, 1999 toprovide One MillionBedkits. Over450,OOO Maurice Kowanetz

3,000 BEDKITS have now been furnished to deserving for publishing this newsletter
children in 3 1countries.
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