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INDIA: Jan. 29 - Feb. 7, 1998 - 2,000 BEDKITS and 750 LAYETTES
CHENNAI, INDIA, 1998

BY CLARENCEDEYOUNG
BALIFAX, NOVA SCOTIA

Once again it was a pleasure to represent
you [donors] in Chennai, previously Madras,
India. This distribution was especially
meaningful because our Honorary Team
Leader was none other than our founder,
Murray Dryden. Murray's sonDave, Shirley
Gates, and Lorraine Graves completed our
team. In addition, due to some late date
scheduling changes for the Bangladesh
distribution, their distribution team also
joined us. As well we had a professional
videographer, Mike Ellis; audio person, Mark
Harper; and producer/director, Susan
Mawhood, from Freelance Productions Ltd.
Susan and her team were putting together a
documentary on SCA W which, we believe,
is scheduled to be aired on CBC' sMan Alive
on March 31, 1998. [please be sure to check
your local TV Guides for confirmation.]

The role of the SCA W team on these
distributions is to ensure that deserving
children receive a good quality bedkitl
layette, and to get you [donors] a good
picture of your gift recipient. You can judge
the photo, but I can certainly tell you that the
children were all deserving, and these
bedkitsllayettes had many good quality
items in them. As a matter of fact, the
layettes contained 44 items - so once again,
your $30 was well spent. Judging by the
smiles on most of the children, on some of
the babies, on the mothers, and on Murray
Dryden, I would have to say that after
travelling on fourteen distributions, this was
my most enjoyable one.

I cannot say enough about the Rotary Club
of Ambattur, our Overseas Volunteers.

Names like Thiru, Ram, Harry, Alban, Hem
(all abbreviated because their real names are
too long and too hard for me to say) will be
on my mind for a long time. They took care
of every need we had, including arranging
for part of the team to visit some of the
factories where some of the items for the
bedkits were made. They took us to the
homes of children who had received bedkits
two and four years ago. They arranged our
accommodations and travel needs. The list
goes on and on! These people are the real
heroes on these distributions. The whole
distribution was practicallyfiawless, except
that my suitcase was lost for four days.

A good team makes the coach's job easy,
and this was certainly the case on this trip.
In temperatures of35°C, everyone stuck to
their jobs of pulling labels, lining up the
children, etc. Thanks teamfor making myjob
an easy one. And donors, we thanked the
Ambattur Rotary Club on your behalf.

BY LORRAINE GRAVES
ISLINGTON, ONTARIO

The emotions and the impact experienced
because ofthe conditions of needy children
in Chennai are hard to describe. It is a
seaside city, where the sea is a majestic blue,
hugging the second largest beach in the
world. A city of extremes, teeming with
people, wandering cattle, thatched huts,
mud roads, and modem hotels; disparities in
wealth are large.

At our first'distribution of 198 layettes in
Padi, there was evidenceofboth the inunense
need, and also of the gratitude of the mothers
for these gifts you have given to their infants.
The mothers had been patiently sitting on
the fioorofthe medical centre awaiting our
arrival. One new mother with her infant by
her side rested on a simnle iron bed.

The team's first job on arrival at a site is to
find a suitable location for taking the photos.
Here, each room was so very barren, the
decision was made to use the layette as our
total background.

The mothers watched with much interest
and anticipation as we set up the layettes for
the photos. They told us so often that help
for the children is promised, but never
received. Then as we were ready, our
distribution process began. Three mothers
and babies came forward at a time, and
handed their babies to our team members.
We then placed the babies in the "baby
seats" for their photos.

I wish we could have taken photos of the
mothers too, their smiles of gratitude to us
were so beautiful. I felt they knew that
someone in another part of the world really
did care, and they were so very thankful for
your loving gifts of a layette.

The days went by in a whirl of activity and
each distribution site inspired its own
additional stories. At each site there were
throngs of smiling faces, all polite and
grateful for the gifts from SCA W donors.
And, our faithful overseas partners, the
Rotary Club of Ambattur, took such great
care of us. Their organization and planning
were again superb.

Your $30 gift was well spent; the quality and
quantity of items in the layettes and bedkits
were outstanding. You, the donors, and all
those who give so much of their time and
efforts to SCA Ware making a difference in
Chennai. On behalf of the children, thank
you. For me, it was one of the most
worthwhile weeks of my year; nothing else
seems to have the value of this experience.

BANGLADESH: February 9 - 17, 1998: 3,000 BEDKITS and
300 LAYETTES - See Paze 2
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BYSHIRLEYGATES
MISSISSAUGA,ONTARIO

Chennai - Making a difference in the life of
others has become my "theme song". What
a privilege to be part of a SCA W distribution
team, it brings to reality how simple it is to
show others we care, by the warmth of a
smile ora small gesture oflove.

On one occasion, a Rotary member's wife
took us through a slum district (less fortunate
area) where I got out of the car and took a few
pictures. It's hard to explain how poor the
conditions are, but the people remain happy.
They set up different stalls to show and sell
their survival skills in order to get by from
day to day.

The stench from obvious garbage "drop
offs" makes your eyes water and your
nostrils burn. The dump sites are well picked
over by people, cows, goats, chickens and
dogs, and the remaining garbage burns and
smoulders in different areas around Chennai.
It definitely shows the great need in this area
as well as throughout India.

Family planning is being proposed as "one
family, one child", with a maximum of two
children per family. It's hard to impose on
some families, but most are in favour. Each
distribution site inspires its own story -
especially with the looks of anticipation and
wonderment, and some of the children fearful
of just what is going on, until they receive
their bedkits, - then the looks turn into
exuberance of joy and disbelief that they
actually receive the whole bedkit.

A lot of thought and care, by our overseas
volunteers, was put into the procurement of
items for both the bedkit and the layette.
Many needed items such as mosquito
netting, clothing, personal items, bedding
and much more, filled the needs of these
underprivileged children.

Bangladesh - Connecting flights from
Chennai to Calcutta to Dhaka on Indian
Airlines is a learning experience and a test of
patience and good humour. But - we made
it!

This is my second distribution in Dhaka and
surrounding districts. I noticed quite an
improvement in street cleanliness, and a lot
of construction around the city, but the
pollution from the one and two stroke
motorized small vehicles is unhealthy and
unbearable. With Dbaka housing in excess
of nine million people, you can imagine the
traffic. A twenty-minute journey can turn

into a one-and-a-half-hour nightmare with
rickshaws, baby taxis, cars, buses, trucks,
pedestrians and beggars. Unbelievable!

Women and children still work at the menial
jobs such as chipping bricks and sweeping
streets. A lot of women and young teens
workinthegarmentfactoriesfrom8:30a.m.
to 6 p.m. and possibly longer.

Slowly an education system is being put
into place. A number of programs are being
set up by non-government organizations
for children to attend school at least two
hours each day. Other children are being
enticed to attend government controlled
schools with an offering of rice to the
guardians each month. Private schools can
become a costly education because each
student must pay tuition, purchase their
own books and school uniform, but the
choices are becoming more available.

One of our distributions was in the little
village ofKuliarchar. The scenery en route
was very interesting with many brick-making
plants, lumber mills, luscious green rice fields
and peasants busy planting to reap another
harvest before monsoon season.

Many children were waiting at the site, not
only the 420 who were to receive bedkits, but
also most of the neighbouring children all
wanting bedkits. It's hard for them to
understand we don't have enough, and hard
forus to say, "maybe next time". It seems the
same at each new site - you feel for the
children receiving a bedkit, but your heart
goes out to the little ones who beg for one,
but their names are not on the list.

The layettes are always a special joy and
pleasure to hand out. The mothers or
guardians of the babies are overwhelmed
with emotions and thankfulness.

In summary, I would like to thank all those
involved in both Chennai and Bangladesh.
And, a great big "thank you" to the
thousands of donors who made this possible
and brought smiles of appreciation to many
children and their families. It proves that
working together, we can make a difference.

Should you wish any further information, or
if you are interested in a presentation, or if
you would like to hear more about another
country, please be sure to call the SCA W
office.

Murray Dryden' s trip report is
not currently available. It will
follow at a later date.

BANGLADESH, 1998
BY TOM JACQUES
HAMILTON,ONTARIO

It is my second day back in Canada and I am
wide awake at 3a.m. (recovering from serious
jet lag), and so it's a good time to relay a few
thoughts of my trip to Bangladesh.

This was my fourth overseas distribution
and my first as a team leader, and I had the
privilege of working with Shirley, Pat, Carl
and Chris. Thanks for all your hard work,
and for a great job well done. Our team also
had two special groups that accompanied
us through our distribution, and homeward
journey.

The first group was none other than Murray
Dryden, our 86 year young SCA W founder,
and his eldest son Dave. It was a privilege
to have these two fine men with us in
Bangladesh. Not only did they make our
distributions more interesting, but they were
also always ready to lend a hand; and also
they made it a whole lot more fun. Thanks
to both Mr. Drydens for a great week.

Our second special group was Susan
Mawhood and her audio and sound team of
Mike Ellis and Mark Harper. They travelled
throughout Bangladesh with us to film a
distribution for CBC' sMan Alive television
program.

We hope you will tune in on March 31st to
see for yourself what a distribution is all
about. It was a pleasure having them with
us, and they too added to our success and
enjoyment.

Our overseas volunteers in Bangladesh were
the Rotary Club ofDhaka. A special thank
you to all the members of the club that put
so much effort into making our distribution
a success.

As leader of our team, my mainjob each day
was to work the camera. Taking 500-600
pictures of children each day for six days
running, at distribution sites in and around
Dbaka, a city of over nine million people, is
a challenge in itself. Trying to get the
children to smile, and having Murray
overseeing each photo session, were two
more interesting challenges. Luckily for me,
with the help of my teammate Shirley Gates,
with her own inspiring smile and saying the
word Hashee (smile) just right, we got our
fair share of smiles out of the children.
Unfortunately for you, the donors, we saw
just as many smiles before the pictures, and
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a lot more after them, than we managed to see
during. Please forgive me, a professional
photographer I am not.

Being away in Bangladesh has left me with
far too many thoughts and images to
summarize in just a few paragraphs. These
trips are always an emotional roller-coaster,
and they change the way you think and what
you really appreciate. I personally missed
my wife Sue, and my own daughter Micaela,
so very much during my nineteen day
journey. Hopefully I've learned again how
lucky I am, and to appreciate every day as a
special gift from God.

I invite any reader of this newsletter to
request a visit for you and/or your group or
organization, to a personal slide show and
discussionofSCA W in Bangladesh. Thank
you for your bedkit donations; Without you
these 3,300 children in Bangladesh would
still be without beds. And remember, nothing
is more peaceful andbeautiful thana sleeping
child!

BY DAVE DRYDEN
OAKVILLE, ONTARIO

This was a very special, albeit once-in-a-
lifetime "experience"!

While I had previously been to India with
SCAW in 1994, this time I was going to
accompany Dad as he revisited the country
where SCA W had been born in 1970.

With Clarence Deyoung (Chennai), Ron
White (Bombay) *, and Tom Jacques
.(Bangladesh), leading the actual distribution
teams, Dad was able to renew old
acquaintances, talk to the media, directly
involve himselfwith the layette distributions,
and generally oversee and provide feedback
on the whole distribution process.

This gave me the chance to see Dad in a
different context and to more fully appreciate
his adeptness in this role (and in his 87th
year!). The respect that Dad engendered
was overwhelming, his efforts and the efforts
ofSCA W in India and Bangladesh are truly
appreciated.

My role as Dad's social secretary and jack
of all trades afforded me the opportunity to
view the distributions from a stepped-back
perspective.

The critical importance of a set of consistent
beliefs, set down by Dad and supported
fully by the teams' leaders and by the Rotary
Clubs in India and Bangladesh, cannot be
overstated. It was great to see that in both

Chennai and Bombay certain Rotarians,
having a long term commitment to SCA W,
had taken the lead in seeing that Dad's
expectations were followed to the letter.
(Thanks, ThiruandShamaldas!)

Those of us who travel on SCA W
distribution teams are lucky - we get the
opportunity for "hands-on" experience. At
the distribution sites we see the donors'
labels as they come up in their groups of
three, and get to marvel at the diversity of
these donors and their geographic locations.
It is thrilling to see "first-hand" the vast
scope of the donor support that makes
SCA W so unique.

When I think of a successful distribution, I
think of three component parts:

a) Those distributing - the team
and the Rotary Clubs.

b) Those donating, and
c) Those providing the "office" support,

i.e. the team at 28 Pinehurst.
All are critical, but as donors, I'm sure that
you would understand the importance of
acknowledging the work of those "behind
the scene" volunteers at Pinehurst, who day
in and day out commit their time and energy
to make sure that the distributions go well,
and that you, as donors, receive the
photographs of your children.

I was very fortunate to be associated with
three SCA W teams under the leadership of
Clarence Deyoung, Ron White* and Tom
Jacques, that worked so hard to make these
distributions successful - they and their
teams are fine people!

This was a trip that Iwill neverforget. It gave
Dad and I a chance to spend seventeen days
together - a very special experience!

[*Ron White was the team leader for the
simultaneous Mumbai (Bombay), India trip
which we are reporting in a separate Newsletter.]

BY CHRIS VAIS
WATERDOWN, ONTARIO

Iwrite this sitting in theD haka International
Airport, part way through a Io-hour wait for
our flight home to Canada via London,
England

This has been my first journey to an Asian
country, my first immersion into Islamic
culture, andmyfirsttripforSCA W. Overthe
past couple of weeks, we have enjoyed the
special privilege of being accompanied by
Murray Dryden, thefounderofSCA W. His
expanding dream of providing children

around the world with a more comfortable
sleep has been further realized by the
distribution of 3,000 bedkits and 300 infant
layettes.

At the moment, Murray himselfis sleeping
comfortably, sprawled over several
suitcases, a makeshift bed lovingly
assembled by his son, Dave. As I watch
Murray slumbering so peacefully amid the
din of this busy airport, my mind wanders
back over the past few days and I recall a few
memorable moments in an exhilarating and
exhausting week in Dhaka.

The predominant image for me is a smiling
face, of which I saw hundreds. I recall the
smiling faces of orphaned children arriving
at a distribution site by bus, eagerly
anticipating the reception of a beautiful
bedkit. I remember the smiles, sometimes
hard-won, lighting up the faces of the
children just before our team leader, Tom
Jacques, clicks the camera, trying to capture
their joy in a photograph. I recall the smiles
on the faces of mothers gently rocking their
babies as they wait to receive their layettes
- smiling despite their extreme poverty and
often desperate living conditions.

On one day of our distribution, we were
handing out 150 infant layettes and I watched
our team members tenderly take the babies
from their mothers' arms and carefully place
them in the special infant seats for their
photos. I had become particularly "baby-
conscious" when my sister in Winnipeg
very recently gave birth to her first child, a
healthy baby boy. While thinking of how
difficult it must be to raise a healthy child in
Dhaka's impoverished environment, I also
think of the incredibly practical difference
the contents of this layette - blanket, diapers,
towel, sweater, rattle, soap, night shirt, etc.
- will make in the lives of these families,
thanks to some generous donors who have
chosen to share a small portion of their
income. I soon became aware of a strange
and wonderful connection between my
nephew in Winnipeg, in the first hours of his
life, and these babies in Bangladesh, in the
first stage of their lives, andMurray Dryden,
in this late stage of his life, sleeping soundly
on the airport floor.

I am reminded once again of the fact that we
are all precious children of God, and we are
held in God's care throughout our lives-
from beginning to end - and beyond.
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BY PATRICIA DICKEY
OWEN SOUND, ONTARIO

This trip to Bangladesh was my first time as
a SCA W travelling volunteer, and my first
time in a developing country. All of my
preformed impressions were blown away on
myfirstdayinDhaka.Iamquitesureallnine
million people in the city hit the streets at the
same moment, each with different vehicles-
car, van, bicycle, rickshaw, baby taxi, cart,
horse, truck, bus. However, they were all
going to, or were at, their jobs.

I saw many slums, but the people in these
slums all have one or two jobs and pay high
rents. Of course I was looking for children,
and I saw a brother and sister about two and
three years old, each with a huge hammer,
sitting on a pile ofbricks and breaking them
into pieces small enough for gravel. Those
were the first of thousands of desperately
poor and needy children I saw this week.

What a wonderful program Murray Dryden
developed in this country! We distributed
3,000 bedkits and 300 layettes in six days.
Our five person team worked very hard, but
our rewards were enormous. At each site the
children were so beautiful, waiting quietly
and very nervously. As a teacher, I was
amazed at how trusting they were as we led
them to be photographed and to receive
their bedkits. Then their smiles and joy
showed! The mothers were so proud and
dignified as they handed us their precious
babies - some only three and five days old.

Thank you, donors, for giving me the
privilege and joy of making those children
smile. I have seen the conditions these
children live in, sleeping on dirt and cement
floors, and often this bedkit is the family's
only bed. So very sad however, were the
thousands of faces of the children and
mothers who waited for hours at each site
hoping ... ever hoping that there too would
be a bedkit for them.

The contrast between these ragged dirty
children and my own two grandsons'
beautifully decorated bedroom with warm
beds and cuddly toys has torn at my heart

NEXT SCHEDULED
DISTRIBUTION TRIP

MARCH 1998
PHILIPPINES 4,500 BEDKITS
SRI LANKA 3,000 BEDKITS

and made me very determined to work for
SCA W at home, so that many more children
around the world can sleep warm and
comfortably every night.

Thank you to the Rotary Club of Dhaka -
especially Sultan, Shafi and Samfor opening
up their hearts and homes to share their
culture with us.

BY CARL DICKEY
OWEN SOUND, ONTARIO

It's difficult to know where to start. Life in
a developing country such as Bangladesh
just continually hammers away at all your
senses. The sights, the sounds, the smells,
the people, the congestion, the children, the
living quarters, they all are constantly in
front of you.

In the city of Dhaka, travel movement is
incredibly slow, especially in the daylight
hours. There are few rules of the road
observed: pass right, pass left, pass on the
other side of the road, anything goes. But
there is a pecking order and buses obviously
command respect from the many, many
thousands of pedal rickshaws. And
amazingly, during the two weeks we were in
Asia, we never saw one accident! All riders
and drivers have amazing reflexes, and loud,
constant horns.

Distributingbedkitst03,000childrenwasan
absolute delight The acquisition of this
bedkit was likely the first worldly possession
the children have ever owned. Some travelled
for hours and hours by boat, train, bus and
on foot to central dispersal sites. They
waited quietly, smilingly, obediently and in
most instances apprehensively, wary
because most of them likely weren't quite
sure why they were being spoken to in
"loud" foreign voices, pushed into lines and
being asked to stand for a long period of
time. But anxiety disappeared when they
received theirbedkitorlayettefrom us. The
smiles, the handshakes and the "thank you ' s"
were richly rewarding.

I'll never forget the smiles as long as I live.
The long, hot difficult six days of
distributions now seemed worth all the effort
it took.

There will be many memories from my first
SCA W trip. There will be visions of how
hard most Dhaka and area residents work.
They are all busy, moving, and producing
something to better their surroundings.
They are a very industrious people. I'll
remember the moment when my sister' s label

appeared in front of one of the children in a
lovely courtyard in Savar. What are the
chances ofthat being repeated? I'll remember
all the incredible tributes paid to Murray
Drydenonthetrip. Much to his chagrin, he
was described in one address as a "living
saint", -and that'swhatpeopleinallof Asia
think he is. His stamina and his love for his
[these] children is very moving, especially
at our distribution sites. He really is an
outstanding, caring individual.

And, there are the memories of all the Rotarian
Club members and their helpers. Trying to
communicate with them, hoping they won't
be too offended if we don't eat all the
delicious lunch items they prepared for our
delicate Canadian stomachs, sharing an
overnight train ride to a distant city to see
the cottage industries that produce the
bedkit items, and not showing any frustration
about sitting in massive traffic jams, but
accepting that reality as a fact oflife, all are
memoriesofDhaka.

Finally, to the group of team volunteers I
worked with, I'd like to say a big hurrah. You
made the trip very memorable. And to the
donors, and to those who do presentations
and give of their time to sell bedkits, I say
that none of this would be possible without
you. Keep up the good work!

THANK YOU
Agfa Canada Inc. for
donating the film for both the
India and Bangladesh trips

Black's Photography for
thephotofinishing

The Printing House
(Russ Cosman)
5120 Dundas Street West
Etobicoke, Ontario for the
printing of this newsletter
Champion Photochemistry
Limited for supporting the
photofinishing

KayKelly,
Harry Keating and
Maurice Kowanetz
for publishing this newsletter
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