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BANGLADESH:
NOVEMBER 1991: 3,750 BEDKITS

I BY RICHMOND CHANDLER, Milton, Ontario

There has been a change in govern-
ment in Bangladesh since our last distri-
bution. Gone is the military dictatorship
of Ershad and in its place is a newly
elected multi-party parliamentary sys-
tem. What still remains (and will for the
foreseeable future) is the abject poverty
that the bulk of the population has to
suffer as well as the vagaries of Mother
Nature with her floods and typhoons. All
that aside, there was a sense in the coun-
try that for the ftrst time in decades
people had more control over their des-
tiny. At our last distribution we were
honoured with the presence of two cabi-
net ministers, both of whom were expa-
triates who had come home to serve with
and for the newly elected government.
Their message to us and to their people
was that the expatriates and the well to do
of the country have to come back, step in
and help their more unfortunate cousins

.jnst as-we at SCA-Ware~doing, only by
Bangladeshis helping Bangladeshis will
they even have the chance to pull them-
selves by their boot straps. I'll be anxious
to see next year what these ideals and the

unfettering of the domestic economy by
way of selling off inefftcient public sector
companies and encouraging investment
(other than aid) does to the economy. Mira-
cles can happen - South Korea was once a
woeful state (albeit not to the same degree)
that has turned into a industrial power-
house. Lets keep our ftngers crossed for
Bangladesh.

The bulk of this year's distribution was
done with the Human Development Soci-
ety indefatigably led by Dr. Ali Mullah
Miyar and Anisul Islam. These two gentle-
men along with a small board of ten other
committed volunteers not only organized
the best distribution that I have everpartici-
pated in but also gave us the best value for
our donor's "buck" in the kits. I like to
think that the addition of two female board
members played a big pan in this years
successful distribution and kit composi-
tion. We covered more territory this year
than ever, some days spending up to ten
hours in a boat, jeep or a pedal rickshaw
(and sometimes all three) to get to our
destinations. Pabna, Faridpur and Comilla
I'm sure are just names to you but in going

SEASON'S GREETINGS

to these places, and those in between, we
literally covered one third of the country
this year. The HOS people have been
imprinted with SCAW's credo "The
neediest of the Needy" and they did not
disappoint us with the recipients of these
kits. From the backwater slumsofDhaka
to the subsistence farming villages in and
aroundPabna we saw a steady procession
of the ragged and shoeless transferred
into the beaming and bouncing. Unfortu-
nate for all of us is that the biggest smiles
are when they receive the kit not when the
picture is taken. For most of these chil-
dren who might literally own only one
garment, to be chosen to receive a kit is
a "pinch me, this is not real" experience.

This year's photos as you'll notice
have more background in them than in
the past. This was deliberate. I wanted
all of you to see a little more of Bangla-
desh than just the faces of your children.
With your help SCA W will be back in
Bangladesh again next year and I'll be
back again too if I can ever get rid of
whatever virus old Mother Nature blessed
me with. lID



COLOMBIA:
DECEMBER 1991: 3,000 BEDKITS

How does one put into adequate
words the overwhelming emotional expe-
rience of a lifetime. Having met Murray
Dryden at a Rotary Club meeting some
two years ago, and hearing of his dedi-
cated work in providing bedkits for needy
children to sleep properly and more com-
fortably in, I had a great desire to become
involved. I was also inspired by my 9 year
old grandson who wants to help other
children in the world and who is already a
two time bedkit donor. As a result I was
privileged and honoured to be invited to
join the team to Colombia this Christmas
period.

We were met at Manizales Airport
by our host Kiwanians who immediately
made us feel most welcome by their obvi-
ous genuine delight in meeting us and
ensuring that our creature comfort needs
were taken care of.

Our first stop and my first exposure
was at Neira. As we swept over the hill we
were confronted by a large crowd of peo-

BY RON SIMMONS, Richmond HilI, Ontario

ple; it appeared that the whole community
had turned out to greet us and of course to
receive their bedkits. We were greeted by
so many smiles and hand claps. Language
was never a barrier to communication. The
wonderful smiles of the children of all ages
and the thanks of the mothers were more
than sufficient communication to any of
us.

The many helpers seconded by the
very able Kiwanian organizers included
the local Boy Scout groups and Red Cross
youth helpers who physically pitched in to
handle the kits. During short periods of
inactivity the young helpers were asking
questions of our names, where we came
from, what we did and to speak words of
English. These words were received with
giggles from the young senoritas and happy
chuckles from the youths.

In several communities we were
greeted by a brass band of young school
children ranging in age from about 10 to 16
years. In all my travels no experience was

as emotionally stirring than to hear our
National Anthem played with such enthu-
siasm and excellence; two verses with a
musical arrangement that I have never
heard before or enjoyed as much. The
school orchestra at Pacora was smartly
dressed which was matched by the quality
of its music.

The bass drummer was a small se-
norita about 10 years old with an impudent
and appealing smile, who was able to beat
the drums with one hand and provide
counter rhythm on the claves with the
other hand, to Latin American beats.

Although our purpose in being there
was to help distribute bedkits, special greet-
ings had been carefully planned for us
from the bands to the native dancers per-
forming in country costume. We were also
able to dance with many groups of young
children to the Latin American beat of the
school orchestra; than to work. But this
was not work in the presence of so many
happy smiles.

Each distribution was interspersed
by a journey by road which defies
description. The happy songs of our hosts,
plus the beauty and grandeur of the coun-
try side soon dispelled the length of each
journey.

The large pennant thanking SCA W
for its generosity with the Ontario Crest so
professionally produced by a local artist;
the small child who slipped into my hand
a letter of thanks; the spontaneous kiss by
another small child as she passed me by;
the smiles and chatter of the children; the
quiet dignity and thanks of the parents; the
wonderful warmth of our Kiwanianfriends;
the aspirations of the Mayor ofPensilvania;
the courage of the Columbian people in
their fight with the drug problem - I would
like to share with you.

In helping to set up the donor labels
I was delighted to see so many familiar
names. The success of this program would
not be possible without the generous sup-
port of the donor; it was a privilege to be
part of the team to represent you. tI!:tt,t~t:

-------------------------------------------------------------------- ~.2

BY TOM & LAURA BELTON, Kiwanis Club of Ottawa, Ontario

"Gracias .... Ahora Sohare Feliz"
reads the sign provided as a backdrop at
one of our distributions. "Thank you .
Now we will have happy dreams". What
better way is there to express the feeling,
meaning and value of a bedkit to the
children of the world. These wordings,
combined with the faces of joy and happi-
ness sum up my feelings for the meaning
of the Sleeping Children Around the World
program.

This year marks my third distribution
here in Colombia. The rewards and deep
satisfaction felt during and after each dis-
tribution continues to supply strength and
well meaning. The gracious reception we
received, the heartfelt gratitude of those
who received the bedkits, the warmth and
friendship of the Colombian volunteers
and the friendships welded with our

Colombian hosts are treasures words can-
not adequately explain.

This year the SCAW program spawned
a significant and long lasting benefit for
the communities of CALDAS Province.
The Kiwanis Club of Salamina, our won-
derful hosts, have started five new Kiwanis
Clubs where distributions took place. All
are people dedicated to making their com-
munities better places in which to live.
This significant spin-off from our SCA W
program will have a lasting and continuing
effect on these communities.

And just before Christmas, with the
scenes of the Christmas celebration all
around us, rang in the meaning for all
mankind - "Peace and Good Will to All
Mankind".

"Gracias Ahora Sonare Feliz"
tI!:t



I BY LORRAINE GRAVES, Islington, Ontario I

Felice Navidad! Merry Christmas!
Felice Navidad! The Christmas season is
one of greetings and cheer that we often
take for granted as we travel through the
streets and malls of our Canadian cities.
For many of us, it is very easy for our
Christmas to be merry. However, the
reality of a merry Christmas is a distant
dreamformanyColombianchildren. Well,
Christmas is often a time when dreams do
come true, and for 3,000 Colombian chil-
dren, Christmas '91 just became a little
more merrier!

OurSCAWChristmasdistributiontook
us to 9 towns in 6 days throughout north
western Colombia. In contrast to our "Ca-
nadian" Christmas, Colombian bands wel-
comed us with lively traditional music,
whichwasoftenaccompaniedbyfolkdanc-

ers, in brilliantly decorated town set-
tings. From an outsiders perspective
their Christmas greetings may have ap-
peared as simple, but to us it was over-
whelming. In the midst of their Christ-
mas "reality", there was a spirit of hope
and celebration. Having returned for a
second year to the same area ofColombia
with a SCAW Christmas distribution, I
was welcomed as a friend. And as I
laboured alongside my Colombian eo-
workers thejoy ofChristmas transformed
a typical bedkit distribution into a won-
derful gift giving celebration.

From the children of Colombia I
bring you a simple Christmas greeting,
"Felice Navidad and thank you for your
gift". It is aChristmas greeting we should
all treasure. tic

BY LLOYD DAVIS, King, Ontario

No one who goes on a first overseas
distribution trip is ever the same again. The
emotional impact is unbelievable and
unforgettable.

Here, you see great need and desire to
attain a bed and kit by grateful recipients
chosen by a dedicated service club in the
areas. Our personal association created
with these wonderful socially minded and
dedicated people will last with me for many
years.

The sight of the happy children and
parents receiving the only gift they may
have ever been given will last a life time.

When you think of having the honour
of guaranteeing delivery of these "gifts of
love" and that every $28.00 per kit from a
donoris totally accounted for with apicture
toprove it - that's my type of charity effort!

A volunteer seldom refuses the chance
to take another trip in spite of the long days
and considerable discomfort involved.

In what other cause can everyone be
happy?

The Donor - because every dollar
given goes to theneedy with a tax receipt
and a picture to prove it.

The Volunteer - because it is so
satisfying.

TheChildrenandParentespecially.
Last but not least, think how a citi-

zen of a developing country feels when
he sees a way of going into business by
getting anorder, "for instance" oflO,OOO
mattresses or other part of akit with your
cash advanced as the work progresses
and of the jobs created by this activity.

Can you imagine a better way to
help our disadvantaged world neigh-
bours? ThisyearSCAW supplied30,000
beds and kits. On this Colombian seven
day trip we gave 3,000.

I am proud and happy to be part of
the distribution again this year. tic

ANN()UNCEMENTS

• The new book "For the Love of
His Children" has been selling
like "hot cakes" and it won't be
long before we will require a sec-
ond printing.
Many of youask "howcanwehelp
you?" One way - buy a book. It
will only cost you $5.00. Passing
it around will sell many beds.
Christmas cards do the same thing.

* It's pleasing to see so many organi-
zations borrowing the two 24
minute video tapes (both on the
same reel). All we ask is that they
are returned promptly.

• The 1991 Christmas card design
has proven a best seller. All de-
signs have sold well necessitating
extra printings.

• It has been a fretful and stressful
year. On the eve of publishing this
Newsletter (December 18)and
while $100,000 ahead of 1990, we
are struggling to raise $85,000 be-
fore the end of December. This is
the balance required to look after
the 17,000 children ($510 ,0(0)
committed for India, SriLanka and
ThePhilippines. Two months head
start is required to make up the
bedkits and the various team per-
sonnel have already been selected
preparatory to leaving between the
15th and the 29th of February. It
appears that we were overly opti-
mistic. On December 2nd we were
123 labels short of the necessary
3,000 required for the Team leav-
ing the following morning for Co-
lombia. Five girls came in early
and sat in the computer office wait-
ing to pounce on the postman! He
brought us suffIcient to just skim
through. However, a lot of us are
becoming tired of living danger-
ously! The volunteer staff have
been wonderfully understanding.
One night to meet an emergency
situation they did not leave until
twenty to two in the morning. And
yes, they do it all for FREE!~t~f
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BY BARBARA LEA VITT, Milverton, Ontario

On leaving for Colombia on my first SCA W trip, I was
reminded by a friend of some words of wisdom - no matter how
old you are, when you go out into the world, it's still best to
hold hands and stick together.

That is truly what this bedkit distribution is about. I felt
national borders fade away and people from many countries,
as donors, organizers and volunteers, stick together and hold
their hands outto 3,000 children in Colombia who did not have
a bed to sleep in.

If only you, the donors, could see the faces of the children
and parents .... not believing the bedkit was actually being

given to them. The pictures you receive cannot possibly convey
their gratitude. I did not need to understand Spanish to feel it in their
hugs and kisses.

One man expressed his feelings to us by saying "the softness
of the beds creates new dreams for us all". I am proud to represent
you, the donors, who have made those dreams possible. Across
thousands of miles we are truly holding hands and sticking together
for very needy children.

Enjoy this holiday season knowing your donation has truly
made a difference. I know it because I saw it with my eyes (which
fill with tears in writing this) and felt it with my heart. lie
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I BY PAUL MIGHT, Mississauga, Ontario

For a second time I have been unduly rewarded as an
ambassador between you, the donor, and 3,000 Colombian
children. I (and we) have seen and touched and felt and heard
their joy, enthusiasm and appreciation on your behalf. How can
I possibly clasp your hand, kiss your cheek, hug you tight and
express their thoughts to you as they did to us? How do I convey

both their thanks and their needs?
Be assured your gift has been delivered. Be assured it is today

an important precious addition to a primitive shelter in an area of
need. Be assured your generosity has made a difference. Be assured
your adopted child slept better tonight because you cared. A third
trip? Oh yes God willing. lie

EDITOR'S N()TE:.

The Fellowship of Man Charitable Foundation recently
recognized the work of Murray Dryden and SCA W interna-
tionally. Following is the letter received by Murray on
October 22,1991.

''Dear Mr Dryden:

The Board of Directors of the Fellowship of Man
Charitable Foundation are pleased to announce that you and
your organization has been named as the 1991 award winner
for your work with children internationally.

The award consists of a cast bronze medallion and a
$10,000.00 grant to your organization, or charity of your
choice.

The presentation will be made on November 17,1991 at
the evening dinner and program of the Canadian Centre for
Philanthropy. We will provide further details on this pres-
entation in due course.

Congratulations and the Board looks forward to
meeting you in November.

Yours truly, DavidR Windeyer (Secretary)"

THANK YOU:

* AGFA CANADA INC for donating the film
for the Bangladesh and Colombia distribu-
tions.

* Fastlane Photo, Mississauga (Lea McBrien)
for the photofinishing of both distributions
and Champion Photochemistry for support-
ing.

* Canadian Photo Copy, 111 Peter Street,
Toronto for the printing of this Newsletter.

* Champion Photochemistry Limited for
publishing this Newsletter.


