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PHILIPPINES: April 13 - 25, 2005: 5,000 Bedkits

BY DOUG CUNNINGHAM
COBOURG,ONTARIO

Thetop pictureimmediately to theright of
this paragraph is the core team for this
year’'s SCAW  Philippines = -
distribution, and here is a brief g
introductiontothem. Our Canadian
team normally changes yearly but
the Filipino personnel have been
involved for many years.

[Seatedleft] LindaTaiabjee—Linda §
isaFilipino born Canadian citizen.
We travelled together on the 2001
Philippines distribution. She and
her husband live in Scarborough,
and shehasbeen an activevolunteer
with SCAW for many years.

[Seated next to Linda] Linda Nielsen
— ThiswasLinda sfirstdistribution
with SCAW. Linda hails from
Morrison, Colorado, USA. Shewiill
tell you that she first came across |
SCAW whilesurfing ontheinternet
— what she discovered at scaw.org
really caught her attention. Liking
what she saw, she took the i
appropriate steps, applied, and was
accepted as atravelling volunteer.

[Seated middie] Rosemary Boyd —
Rosemary calls London, Ontario
home. Thisalsowasher first trip as
avolunteer. SheisaRegistered Nurseat St
Joseph’ sHealth Centrein London. When
Rosemary heard about SCAW sherealized
that this was the type of volunteering that
she had been
contemplating
trying to get
involved with for
some time, and
happily she, too,

took the appropriate steps.

[Seatedright of middle] AliceTorres — Alice
istheGrand L ady of SCAW inthePhilippines.
[Noticel didnot usethetermold] Aliceisthe

Besides

wife of Dr. Juan F. Torres, Jr.
travelling with us every day and helping
wherever needed, Alice would see that the
shopping urges of us Canadians/Americans
were satisfied.

[Seated right] Josie Lucero — Josiewasa
great help to me by keeping the number of
picturescorrespondingwiththelabels. Josie,

like her husband, travelled with us most of
thetime.

[Standingeft] Boyet L ucer o — Boyetisareal
work horse! HeisDr. Torres ssidekick. He
isalways on the move making sure
teamsat distributionlocationshave
things right.

[StandingNexttoBoyet] JessNavarro
— Jess is the man that kicks Dr.
Torresfromthe other side. Healso
looked after usoverseasvolunteers,
aswell ashel pingtomakeeverything
runsmoothly. Hewasalwaysat our
hotel one half hour before we were
scheduled to be picked up, and saw
that wewereback safely eachnight.

[Standing Next to Jessis THE MAN]
Dr.Juan Torres — Dr. Torres,
“¥ ¢ fondly called Ito, will proudly tell
4 you that he has been associated
8 withSCAW andour founder Murray
Dryden for close to twenty-five
years. What anicegentleman! What
| an ambassador for SCAW! Dr
Torreshasfine-tunedthesystemin
the Philippines to ensure that
everythingawaysworksefficiently,
| sonaturally hegetsvery upset if or
when things go wrong.

[Standing Right] Doug Cunningham
— | come from a little town in
Ontario, Cobourg, and havebeen associated
with SCAW for fiveyearsnow. Thisismy
seventh distribution.

Alsoincluded on Dr. Ito’ steam of regulars
isTeng Punny, Rolly Esguerra, and Teng's
sonVincent. Toour dismay, welearnedthat
along time worker with this team passed
away suddenly just weeks before this
distribution, Romy J. Tan.

(continued on page 2)
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(Philippines by Doug Cunningham, Cobourg,
Ontario, continued from page 1)

As well as these dedicated workers, the
lower picture gives you some idea of the
number of working volunteers at every
distribution site — about 40 peoplein this
group. Tomorrow wewill be at adifferent
location, but therewill againbeat |east this
many volunteers. These people are drawn
fromorganizationssuchasKiwanis, Knights
of Columbus, Salvation Army, church
groups, and teachers.

They, likeyou dear donor, and all our home
office volunteers, want to be part of
Murray’ sdreamtogivechildrenaroundthe
world abetter chanceinlife.

BY LINDATAIABJEE
SCARBOROUGH,ONTARIO

Day One: Wehavejust completed our first
distribution of 500 bedkits to children in
Real, Quezon Province. Real isabout 400
milesfromour headquarters, DanarraHotel
where SCAW'’s travelling volunteers
usually stay in the Philippines. It took us
more than five hours to get there.

It was 4 am. the following day, when |
decided to start my journal before getting
ready for thenext distribution. | wasawake
half the night reviewing the events of the
day, andthought thiscouldn’ t behappening
dready ... al inoneday! It started quite
normally with a quick breakfast with the
teamat 6:45yesterday. Thevanarrivedwith
our driver, Tony and the KiwanisRep, Jess
Navarro, who will accompany us in the
SCAW mobile for the duration of the
distribution.

Other vans started arriving to accompany
us. TherewasDr. Ito Torresand hisfamily,

Alice, his charming wife, along with two
sons. Boyet Lucero and hiswife, Josie, and
Teng Punay and hisson, Vincent, joined us
inanother vehicle. Duringmy firsttriptothe
Philippinesin 2001, Vincent waswonderful
with the kids and was our most efficient
helper.

Weweretakentoour first stop, awarehouse
in Antipolo, a famous town just outside
Manilawherethecathedral isbest knownfor
the Black Madonna who people believe to
miraculously assist travellers. The
warehouseisafour story concrete structure
donated by a Kiwanis member for use in
sorting, packaging and shipping the bedkits
to the different distribution sites.

We were impressed by the orderly and
efficient way thebedkitshad been sorted by
destination. This year, there are over 60
itemsineachbedkit. Notbadfor amere $30!
On the third floor, six volunteers were
efficiently packaging the items into large
transparent plasticbagswhicharel ater sealed
andtiedby ribbontohelpthechildrenhandle
them.

Real isone of the disaster areas where 500
children have been designated to receive
bedkits. The other flood- and mudslide-
stricken areas whose children will receive
bedkitswill be Candaba, Palayanand Roxas.
Thedrivethroughthetown of Real took over
an hour onawindingroad. On both sidesof
theroad, except where there were openings
which appeared to be small beaches, are
high mountains with green vegetation
interspersed with long stretches of mud and
boulders. One sizeable mountain appeared
tobecutinhalf by awidestretch of mudfrom
the top of the mountain down to the road.

Theroadwassurprisingly good, considering
reports indicating that the mudslides had
covered a great part of the highway with
mud, huge boulders, whole uprooted trees
and logs from the lumber operationsin the
mountai ns, whichwould makeitimpassable.
Both sides of the highway, | wastold, were
once the very picturesgue mountains that
embracedit. | wondered how they physically
cleaned up these areas, and how they were
able to open access to the towns again. In
response to my query, | was told that a
‘guardianangel’, avery richmanwhodidnot
want to be named, sent hiscrew to clear and
clean the road as ‘an assistance’ to the
devastated area.

In November 2004, heavy torrential rains
and strongwindscontinuedfor several days,
releasing the mud, boulders, and uprooting
trees and cut logs from the mountain top.
Typhoons Unsang and Winnie wrought
havoc in the Province of Quezon. At the
height of the typhoons, the rivers also
overflowed, and the water forcibly rushed
into houses in the vicinity. The mudslides
fromseveral locationsthroughout thetowns
of Real and Infanta avalanched into the
housesbelow. Over athousand homeswere
buried, and asmany asfive-hundred people
perished.

2005PHILIPPINES
BEDKITCONTENTS

5 shorts
4 T-shirts
2 sweaters
1 plastic mat
1 mosquito net
1 blanket
1 mat sheet
1pillow
1pillow cover
1 school bag
6 note books
10 coloured pencils
10 pencils
1 pencil case
4 ballpoint pens
1 pair scissors
4 ruler sets
1 plastic envelope
1 pencil sharpener
1rain coat
1 bath towel
2 pair of socks
1 plastic bag
1 pair of dlippers
1 duty bag
1 lunch box
1facetowel
1 handkerchief
Ltumbler
2 toothbrushes
for atotal of 69 pieces/31 items

The once picturesgue mountains now have
gaping sections of mud and boulders. New
riversformedwhereyou cannow seefloating
wooden postsand skeletons of what used to
be fishing houses and huts.

Our distributiontook placeinanelementary
school where mud covered the sides of the
classroomsthat are fronting the mountains.
Concretewallsweretorn by theforceof the
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(PhiTippines, Rosemary Boyd, London,
Ontario, continued from page 3)

CeilakE. Cammayastartedtheday carecentre
17yearsago, providingmeals, alibrary and
community support in Escopa.

My favouritelinefromtheDesideratacomes
tomind: “Withall the sham, drudgery and
brokendreams; itisstill abeautiful world.”

BY LINDA NIEL SEN,
MORRISON, CO, USA

Her nameisAprilyn C. Enipto. Sheistoo
shy totell methis, but shewritesdown her
namein beautiful block letters. Aprilynis
a7 year oldgirl fromthe Palayan areawho
has been randomly selected for me to
interview inorder togiveyou, thegenerous
contributorsto SCAW, aview intothelife
of oneof the’5,000Filipinochildrentowhom
we have distributed bedkits.

| amnot surprisedthat Aprilynisfrightened,
but | amshortly todiscover theextent of her
fear. Thisparticular distribution isunlike
the othersin that we are making it from a
modern convention centre in the town of
Palayan. 1,000 children have been
transported here, many in military trucks,
from areas as far as 30 miles away. The
translator tellsmethat thisisthefirst time
that Aprilyn hasleft her mountain village.
Her lifeisencompassed by atwo kilometer
squareareawhoseboundariesareher house
and her school. | suddenly understand her
fear and reluctance to speak when | look
through her eyes at this enormous glass
building, the thousands of people milling
about, and the noise of the traffic outside.

Had it not been for the grass fire which
destroyed Aprilyn’s home last week, her

NEXT SCHEDULED
DISTRIBUTIONTRIPS

July, 2005
SRI LANKA -5,000 BEDKITS

August, 2005
TANZANIA-5000BEDKITS

September, 2005
HONDURAS- 5,000 BEDKITS

: b 4 ndl
Linda Nielsen with 7 year old Aprilyn C. Enipto
family might beconsidered oneof theluckier
families to have survived the flooding and
mudslides which ravaged this area in
November/December of 2004. Aprilynlives
highinthemountainsoverlookingthecoastal
area. Although her village was cut off by
landslideswhichblockedtheroads, her home
was not one of the many which were
bulldozed to the ground when the slides
swept down the mountain.

Our translator, who also servesasAprilyn’s
social worker and dentist, tells me that the
local government will try to help Aprilyn’'s
family rebuild their home. The old house
which burned was a two metre sgquare
thatched roof structure with bamboo walls.
Inside, the only furniture was a wooden
platformbedonwhich Aprilynsleptwithher
three brothers and her mother and father.
The family’s only income comes from the
growing of root vegetableswhicharesold at
thelocal market. Thefamily getselectricity
fromalineruntoaneighbor’ shouseandthe
power is used for asingle light bulb and a
radio. Their diet consists of fish, rice, and
local vegetables. Water must be obtained
daily from asourcewhichis7 km downthe
mountainside. Local authorities arein the
process of digging a well much closer to
Aprilyn’shouse, butitwill not becompleted
for several months.

Aprilyn goesto morning classesat aschool
located 2kmupthemountain. Thereareonly
threeclassroomsintheschool and theschool
operates on split sessions with grades 1-3
attending in the morning and grades 4-6 in
the afternoon. When asked what she wants
to be when she grows up, Aprilyn can not
even conceive of an answer to such a
guestion. Morethan likely shewill mature,
marry, andraiseafamily without everleaving
her mountainvillage.

THANKS to the following

for their contributions to this
Philippines trip:

Anonymous donors for
providing a myriad of gifts

Black’s Photography
(Humbertown Plaza) for
donating 50% of our film &
photofinishing

The Printing House (Gordy
Leong, 5120 Dundas St W,
Toronto) for printing this
newsletter

Kay Kelly, Harry Keating,
and Maurice Kowanetz for
publishing this newsletter

Milton van der Veen for
maintaining SCAW'’s web site

Donors and volunteers for
their continuing support!

When the interview is completed, | ask
Aprilynif | may takeher picture. Sheagrees,
but shakes her head “no” in responseto my
request that she sit on my lap for the photo.
Her social worker speaksto her briefly and
she reluctantly climbs on to my lap for the
photo. | make plansto send her acopy of the
photowiththehelp of thesamesocia worker.
Shortly after the interview, | return to my
assigned task for the morning which isthat
of distributing the 64-item bedkit to the
children after they have been photographed.
At one point | look up and see that it is
Aprilynwhoisnextinline. | squat down so
that | am on eyelevel with her and open my
arms. Assheapproaches, she briefly raises
her downcast eyestolook intomine. | seeher
hesitate briefly, but shewalksinto my arms
and laysher head on my shoulder. Itisover
inaninstant. | stand up and watch assheis
led away and | am overwhelmed by the
inequitiesof thislife.

Toyou, thegenerouscontributorsto SCAW,
| extend my thanksonbehalf of childrenlike
Aprilyn. Itisonly through your continued
support that weareabletomakeadifference
inthelifeof achild.

SCAW’'SGOAL -1,000,000 BEDKITSBY 2010!
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