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MUMBAI, INDIA: January 26 - February 16, 2005: 7,000 Bedkits

BY TED SWANSTON
ETOBICOKE,ONTARIO

Thisyear'strip to Mumbai coincided with
the first anniversary of the passing of
Sleeping Children’s founder, Murray
Dryden. So aswe left Toronto, it seemed
fitting that our team would soon be
distributing bedkitsin Pune, where Murray
didthefirst-ever SCAW distributioninindia
in 1970. Our trip would take usto twenty-
fourlocations, rangingfromcitiestoremote
sites in central India, covering 3,000
kilometers, and working with over sixty
Rotary Clubs.

Murray used to say one should be prepared
for surprises on SCAW distributions, and
our team was unfortunately in for an early
surprise on arriving in Mumbai. After
travelling halfway around the world at his
ownexpense*, first-timeteammember, Jean-
PierreHamelin, discoveredanadministrative
error on his Visawhich meant he would be
deniedentry toIndia. Inspiteof our frantic
effortsto persuadeimmigration officialsto
allow himto stay, Jean-Pierrewas put back
on the Air France jet that brought him to
India, and hereturnedto Paris, then on back
to Toronto. It'shard toimaginewhat Jean-
Pierre went through on this ordeal, but we
were soon to |learn the tough stuff of which
heismade. Ninety-six whirlwindhoursafter
JP was refused entry, he arrived a second
timein Mumbai, again at his own expense,
tobere-unitedwithourjoyousteam. Sleeping
Childrenisfortunateto havevolunteerslike
Jean-Pierrewhowill dowhatever it takesto
by participate in a
SCAW distribution
for the benefit of
needy children.

L to R: Mumbai 2005 Travelling Team -
Jean-Pierre Hamelin, Sally Jo Martin,
Christine Swanstonand Ted Swanston

Photo by Sally Jo Martin

2005M umbai Bedkit

Shetrunji (sleeping mat)
Chaddar (bed sheet)
Pillow and cover
Heavy blanket
Towel
Two sets of clothing each (two
shirts and two shorts for boys; and
either two dresses, or two blouses
and two skirtsfor girls)
Sweater
Underwear (two sets)
Shoes
Raincoat
School Bag
Stationery Pack (four notebooks;
pencils; pens; erasers)
Clipboard (writing pad)

Box of colored pencils
Tiffin (lunchbox)

Water bottle
Packing bag
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SCAW isalso blessed with extraordinarily
committed peopleoverseas, and | wouldlike
tomentionavery special personwhohasled
Rotary Club of Mumbai’ sinvolvement with
Sleeping Children for many years. This
year’ sdistribution marked the twenty-fifth
year that 82 year-old, Shamal dasParekh, has
been involved with SCAW distributions.
Shamal das said to our team that he believes
Murray has not really passed on, and will
never pass on, so long as we, the overseas
and Canadian volunteers in partnership,
follow Murray’ svisionand continuetowork
together onbehalf of thechildren. Wethank
Shamaldasfor all hiseffortsover theyears,
and pray that his wish will be Murray’s
legacy, to have his dream continue.

We learned, on our distributions, of the
extent to which Rotary goesto select needy
childrenwhocanmost benefit fromreceiving
bedkits. Rotary Mumbai givesthemajority
of bedkitsto childreninrural areas. Asone
Rotarian said, most children in both the
cities and rural areas are needy. However
poor children in rural areas, which include
much of India’ s population, receive few if
any of thesocial servicesthat poor children
receiveincitieslikeMumbai. Organizations
providing basic health and other services,
while often under-funded and stretched, at
least can reach some of the needy children
inthelarger centerswithintheir jurisdiction.

The child selection process is time-
consuming, ofteninvolvinglongtravel over
rough roads to conduct the selections.
Rotary clubs work with school principals
and teachers to make the selections, since
school personnel know the children well.
However welearned that several clubsalso
sent Rotarianstointerview each child. The
Rotary Club of Belgaumwent sofar astodo

(continued on page 2)

MURRAY'SDREAM 1,000,000 BEDKITS-TO DATE 758,850!
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(Mumbai by Ted Swanston, Etobicoke,
Ontario, continued from page 1)

adouble screening to ensure that only the
neediest children in each school were
chosen.

Interviewsfocuson the sourceand level of
family income. Parentsof selected children
oftendo agricultural work whichis, at best,
seasonal; others work in quarries, on rock
splitting or construction. Oneparentinthe
family often hasto leave hometo find odd
jobsto supplement family income. Annual
family incomefor childrenchosentoreceive
bedkits would generally be 4,000 to 5,000
rupees per year, or around CDN $120 to
$150.

Parents on such low wages often can’t
support their families. The government
helps by providing accommodation, food,
andeducationto somechildreninMunicipal
schools. We did distributions at several
such schools, where children sit on the
floorsin “classrooms’ with no desks, and
only the most basic teaching materials. At
night, they sleep on thefloor of these same
classrooms. You will enjoy reading the
account by a member of our team who
describesthejoy expressed by the children
who received bedkits in one such school.

| want tothank Sally JoMartin, who agreed
tojoin our team on short notice (dueto the
illnessof CarmelaMainierothat prevented
her from coming), Christine Swanston (my
daughter), and Jean-PierreHamelin, for all
their efforts throughout the distributions.
And a specia thank you to you, all the
donors, for making it possible for 7,000
needy childrenin Indiato receive abedkit.

[* Weremindreadersthat all volunteerstravel at
their own expense, without the benefit of tax
receipts.]

BY SALLY JOMARTIN
ETOBICOKE,ONTARIO

Murray Dryden's dream of putting one
million children into bedkits is closer by
7,000 after this most recent distribution in
the Mumbai area. Our team of four
enthusiastic
travellers was
\> partnered with
dedicated Rotary
members, to

photograph very needy children
and give them the “gift of love”
from the donors whom we !
represented. Their smiles, along .
with occasional solemn faces,
convey the importance of these |}
occasions for the children.

Their emotionsranthegamut from
joy and excitement, to awe and
exhaustion. They demonstrated
patienceasthey awaitedthearrival
of our SCAW team, fatigue from
havingoftentravelledupto100km ™
from their village homes, apprehension at
not knowing what would happen next,
enthusiasm as they sang a well rehearsed
song of welcome, tears at seeing strange
faces, joy whenthey saw all theitemsintheir
bedkits, and excitement asthey attempted to
carry their bag whichweighed morethan 15
pounds. The day of distribution was so
important for thewholefamily, andwewere
delighted to share the thanks from parents
and teacherswho accompanied thechildren
to the sites. When we were able to take
casual photoswith our digital cameras, they
were excited to be shown their images,
perhaps the first that they had seen of
themselves.

“India cannot be explained, it must be
experienced” said one of our hosts. Aswe
travelled great distancesfromcity totownto
village, on highwaysand/or bumpy country
roads, wewereconstantly alerting each other
to those sights that were unusual for us.
Buildingsthat | thought were dirty, werein
fact covered with mold from the monsoon
season that lasts four months. Cows, pigs,
donkeys and oxen roamed freely amongst
traffic. Cars, three-wheeled autorickshaws,
motorcycles, bicycles, buses, and small
trucksladen with cargoesthat threatened to
overturnthevehicles, cloggedtheroadways.
From our bouncing van, we attempted to
photograph roadside vendors with their
wares spread on plastic sheets; snack carts
with open fires to prepare food; women
doing their laundry on the banks of streams
or at thevillage wells; beautiful childrenin
school uniforms walking to attend classes;
homes built from mud, thatched leaves,
vertical sticksor brick, and roofed with hay
or corrugated steel. Somuchto see, somuch
toremember! Indiatruly isanassault onthe
senses.
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Avery proud mother helps her son with his
new SCAW shirt! Photo by Sally Jo Martin

Twaodistributionswill stay inmy memory for
alongtime. Thefirstwasat aquarry outside
thecity of Pune, where 172 children of local
labourerswere given bedkits. Thechildren
had been tailor-measured for their first ever
school uniforms, and the tailor had even
designed a crest showing the tools of the
workers—apick and hoe. Going to classes
meant that these children were not used as
workers, which otherwisewould have been
the case. After the distribution, which was
watched with great interest by many adults,
wewent to the edge of the quarry to seetwo
childrenwearingtheir new clothes, running
to meet their parents at the work site. How
excitedthey wereand how valuablethisgift
of clothing, school supplies and sleeping
materia swill be!

Theother memory comesfromaresidential
school at Panvel, where440childrenlivefor
up to 10-months of the year while their
parentsmovefromjobtojobasitinerantfarm
or brick-workslabourers. Atthisschool, 225
children received bedkits, and before the
bagsweredistributed, weweretreatedto an
emotional welcoming ceremony. The
children sat on the floor of a small hall
singing aheartfelt tunewhose messagewas
translated as, “ Likegoldflowingintheriver
Ganges, our hearts arefilled with gratitude
for your gifts.” Their bodies swayed and
hand actionsportrayed themovement of the
water as their beautiful voices sang the
messageof thanks. TheRotarianwho spoke
ontheir behalf was, herself, overcomewith
emotionat thesincerity of theirwords. Itwas
amovingexperience!

Such distributions would not be possible
without thetirelesswork of alarge number
of Rotariansin the Mumbai and Karnataka
regions. In addition, our team was aso
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blessed to have the volunteer talents of
Sanjeev, and hiswife, ArchanaNavelkar,
residents of a suburb of Mumbai, who
worked with us for many days. Their
knowledgeof thelocal Marathi language,
and their happy way of dealing with the
children, made our tasks much easier.
Sanjeev works in Mumbai for Peter
Newton’'s Toronto based company,
Champion Photochemistry, a long time
supporter of SCAW. Sanjeev cameto a
distribution two years ago and was very
impressed with the philosophy and
integrity of thischarity. Hehascontinued
tohelpandthisyeartook this, hisvacation,
in order to have the time to volunteer

again.

Torepresent donorsto Sleeping Children
Around the World is a distinct privilege
and | amthankful for theopportunity. We
hope that the photos you receive convey
some of the gratitude shown to us by the
children, their parentsand school teachers.
The benefits belong to the children, but
the thanks belong to you, our donors.

BY JEAN-PIERREHAMELIN
BARRIE,ONTARIO

Thiswasmy first distribution for SCAW.
For many years, | had raised fundsin my
school and community for theorganization,
but upon retiring as an elementary school
teacher, | now fulfilled my wishtobecome
a travel volunteer for SCAW, and was
asked to join the Mumbai distribution. |
was both excited and apprehensive about
the trip.

Ourteam|eft Toronto on January 26thand
had a stop in Paris. Because of a late
departure from Toronto, we missed our
connecting flight to Mumbai and had to
stay overnight in Parisand catch the next
plane the following day. Then, leaving
Paristhe next day, we arrived nine hours
laterinMumbai -Wednesday nightat 11:30
p.m. Because of irregularities with my
visa, | was sent back to Paris that same
night, and continued on to Toronto,
arriving on Saturday afternoon. My
apprehensions had come to fruition, and

My visawaseventually putinorder, travel
flightswererearranged and | was back to

Paris and then Mumbai, and finally rejoined
my team members on Tuesday night. Now |
was finally ready to start the job | had been
awaiting for so long. The car ride from the
airport that night shocked me. There were
vehicles of every description on very
congested roads at 1:00 in the morning!

The next day, Wednesday, our team had a
joyful reunionat breakfast. Thisday wouldbe
my initial distribution. | was overtaken by
emotionasl enteredthedistributionsite. The
selected childrenwereall sittinginrowsdressed
intheir SCAW clothes. Asour team entered,
thechildren all clapped in unison, waved and
smiledasagreetingfor us. It hadfinally begun
formeanditfelt very good. That day | wasin
charge of handing out the bedkits to the
children. Time and time again, the children
thanked meintheir broken English, and gave
meabigsmile. Thegratitudeof thesechildren
alongwiththeir parentsand teachersmadethe
effortall worthwhile.

This scene was repeated over and over again
inthefollowingdays. Thechildrenof thisarea
were living under truly heart-wrenching
conditions. TheRotariansin Indiahad made
an effort to select the neediest of the needy
from among these conditions.

Thesceneof anexcited child having hisor her
bedkit carried by aparent ontheir heads, or of
a group of children with their bedkits in a
wagon pulled by an animal, or a group of
childrenintheback of atruck withtheir prized
possessions, stands out vividly in my mind.

One particular distribution left a profound
impression on me. It wasasitein the city of
Pune. I'll call it the ‘stone crusher’s site’
because the people in this particular village
workedinahugestonequarry, crushing stones
with hammers of various sizes for their
livelihood. Whenwearrived onthe
site, therewasalot of dustintheair. |
One particular building was larger
than therest. Thiswas the school.
Thechildrenof thisvillagehad been
provided this school by a local _
charitableorganization. Thetheory *&
was that the children would go to
school and receive an education, =%
andthereforewouldnotbeforcedto  Figs
workinthequarry aschildlabourers.
The children appeared to be very 3
needy and were quite shy and

apprehensive towards us. il

We set up our bedkits for the photos with
the background being rudimentary stone
buildingswithfarmanimal stethered outside.
Despitetheextremepoverty of thesepeople,
they were very friendly and thankful, and
they invited usintotheir humbledwellings.
Asl wasleaving, | askedagroupof children
to posefor apicturewith abunch of bedkits
inthe background. They willingly obliged
and had great big smilesfor the camera. |
couldn’t helpthinking onthat particul ar day
how fortunate we were herein Canada.

In the following days, the distributions
continued, but all were different in some
form or another. In the middle of our
distribution trip, we had afew daysto rest,
relax and regroup. Thiswasgood planning
since the work was both physically and
emotionally draining.

We finished off our distributions on
February 13th, making 7,000 children very
happy. Asarookie to the SCAW team, |
found the experience quite memorable and
gratifying. | would like to thank our team
leader Ted, who did an exceptional job
coordinating and overseeing everything,
al somy fellow teammembersChristineand
Sally-Jo, for encouraging meand makingme
laughwhen| wantedtocry. | woulda solike
tothank all the members of my community
for the great fundraising party they had for
mebeforel left,andfor my wifeandfamily,
who encouraged and supported me on this
venture. | had all of theminmy heart when
| was handing out bedkits.

Thank you donors, for your generosity to
needy children; and thank you SCAW, for
allowing methisopportunity to experience
such awonderful momentinmy life.

ﬁa[pbychildrensettingoffforhome!
Photo by Sally Jo Martin
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BY CHRISTINE SWANSTON
TORONTO,ONTARIO

Thesights, soundsand smellsof Indiacan
only be described as ‘ sensory overload’.
The frantic pace of the traffic, the
congestion of thecity streetsand the chaos
of thepeoplecomingand goingwereat first
overwhelming. Elephants, camels, cows,
buffalo, stray dogs and cats, bicycles,
pedestrians, street merchants, auto-
rickshaws, cars and other questionable
motorized vehicles all assaulted the
highwaysandbywaysof India; co-existing
in random and bizarre interchanges.
‘Sensory Overload’ to be

sure! Yet, attheheart of this

confusion | discovered a

peacethat | had never before

experienced.

Asafirsttimevolunteer for SCAW, | found
this form of travel an incredible way to
experienceanew country, and Indiawasup
tothechallenge. Totravel and, at thesame
time, give of myself was truly a winning
combination for me. As avolunteer, the
feelingthat comeswhenachilddropstothe
ground to touch your feet as a sign of
thanks for the gift they are receiving can
never befully described. Nor canthetears
that spring to one's eyes when a group of
300childrenapplaudyour arrival after they
have been patiently waiting for several
hours. | hadthegift of only afew hourswith
each group of children, but the memories
will lastmy lifetime.

We conducted our SCAW distributionsin
cities, rural villages, mountain top
residential schools, parks, open air
courtyards, on the shores of the Arabian
Sea, and other assortment of locations.
Although the geography changed, the
children all held the same anticipation of

NEXT SCHEDULED
DISTRIBUTIONTRIPS

April, 2005
PHILIPPINES-5,000BEDKITS

May/June, 2005
UGANDA -5,000BEDKITS

the giftsthey wereto receive. Many looked
with astonished disbelief at the huge bag
before them: a weight which often times
seemed to be double that of their meagre
frames. Many of thechildren actually had to
be encouraged to take their bag away with
them. | wastold that, inall likelihood, these
children had never before, in their young
lives, received suchagift. Having grownup
with Christmas mornings, and birthday
celebrations, the thought of never having
received a gift from a loved one was
heartbreaking to me. And yet these little
spiritswonmy heart timeandtimeagainwith
their strength and resolve.

The pride with which some of the tiniest of
boys swung that bag over their shoulder,
doubling over at the waist to accommodate
themassiveweight that would later transl ate
intoapeaceful night’ srest, wasinspirational .
Attheend of adistribution, it wasnot unusual
to see children and bedkits being piled into
auto-rickshaws, tractorsand carsfor thelong
but satisfying ride home, or, seeing small
groupsof childrenand parentspeppering the
roadsides as they waked home, as they
curiously compared the contents of their
gifts. There sjust nothing better than those
sights and sounds!

Thefour membersof our teamtravelled over
3,000kilometres, inthreeweeks, todistribute
7,000 bedkitstotheneediest of childreninthe
Mumbai and extended areas — staggering
numbers but with an endless return on
investment. | will beeternally grateful for my
SCAW experienceasitgavemetheincredible
opportunity towork with atremendousteam
ledby aninspiring Team Leader. TheRotary
Club membersand our SCAW volunteersin
India also made the success of this trip
possible. Most importantly, thank you to
SCAW for the chance to make such a
difference! Asaresultl amforever changed!

ANAMUSING ANECDOTEBY
SALLY JOMARTIN

One morning we entered aschool courtyard
wherethechildrenwereplaying. They started
laughing and pointing at us so we asked one
of the teachers to explain. “They think you
arethedinosaur huntersfrom Jurassic Park”,
shereplied. Our broad brimmed Tilley hats
had made us movie stars in the eyes of the
children.

THANKS to the following

for their contributions to this
Mumbai, India trip:

Anonymous donors for
providing a myriad of gifts

Black’s Photography
(Humbertown Plaza) for
donating 50% of our film &
photofinishing

The Printing House (Russ
Cosman, 5120 Dundas St W,
Toronto) for printing this
newsletter

Kay Kelly, Harry Keating,
and Maurice Kowanetz for
publishing this newsletter

Milton van der Veen for
maintaining SCAW'’s web site

Donors and volunteers for
their continuing support!

AN EXCERPT FROM
“THETIMESOF INDIA” —
PUNE —-FEBRUARY 7, 2005

After receivingthekits, thechildren of
Ashram Shalacould not hold back their joy.
They sat in neat rows and cheered their
benefactors.

Geetanjali Thakre(12), aclassV student
of Ashram Shala, said, “1 amvery happy to
get the dlegping kit. I'm sure | will be
comfortable tonight. When | grow up, |
want to becomeadoctor and servethe poor
people of theworld.”

Her classmate, RenukaPujari (12), said,“|
loveschool very much. Englishismy favorite
subject. | wantto becomeateacher andtake
careof orphanslikemewhen| grow up.” ...
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